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Before we kick-off: Thanks once again for your patience. It's never easy getting an 
issue out, especially during the World Cup, but we DO intend to get back to a monthly 
format in time for the new EC season. 

So, get some sleep then put your Oz soccer thoughts on paper or disk or e-mail and get 


‘em to us by the end of July. See you early August (we hope)...... 





How much rope do you give them? 


It should have been the happiest week of 
their lives. After the pain of so many 
preliminary final losses in the 90's, South 
Melbourne Hellas had finally won their third 
national championship. They had been the 
best team throughout the season and had 
proved it by defeating the regular-season 
runner-up three times during the finals series. 
There was mo argument, Hellas were 
champions once again. 

To use the term Hellas is an accurate 
relection of the mood at Bob Jane Stadium 
these days. Not so long ago they seemed on 
the verge of attracting large quantities of 
casual supporters to matches, particularly 
when matched against good quality opposition, 
and while a significant proportion of their 
Greek following were put out by this ‘opening 
of the doors’, it was hoped that South 
Melbourne could enter the 21st century with 
an expanded, more diverse support base. 
After events this season, that is now surely a 
pipedream. 


The reason for such pessimism stems from 
the tone of committee-led celebrations at Bob 
Jane Stadium after the grand final win. Long 
into the night there was (fully-clothed) table- 
lop dancing and the self-congratulations 
normally associated with a championship 
victory, but there was the definite feeling that 
somehow this victory justified the direction the 
club has followed. That, of course, is South 
Melbourne's prerogative, but if they honestly 
believe they can attract a non-Greek supporter 
base after the latest batch of incidents then 
they truly are deluding themselves. 


In the wake of the grand final violence 
South Melbourne representatives (including 
president George Vasilopoulos and general 
manager Peter George) sat down with David 
Hill to discuss matters. The upshot of it all 
was that any persons identified from the 
numerous video tapes would be banned for 
life. We dare not hold our breath.... 


While the administrators were happy to let 
the dust settle, 3AW talkback host Steve Price 
was happy to pour water on the problem to 
make matters muddier than they've ever been. 
He invited 3AW listeners to air their views but 
not before he had launched into a tirade of 
vitriol against the club, the supporters, soccer 
in general. Naturally Joe Football was given 
far more airtime than Joe Soccer, but Hellas’ 
cause certainly wasn't helped by the caller 
who identified himself as a SM sponsor. 

He somehow tried to defend the action of 
the kids but blew his credibility when he 
mentioned he was sitting with Jeff in the 
(corporate) box, enjoying a bottle of whisky he 
(not Jeff!) had smuggled into Olympic Park. 


Unimpressed by a lot of what Price said, 
Hellas responded with the traditional threats of 
legal action but given Price has had more legal 
arguments than hot souviakis its a fair bet he 
would have been unconcerned, 

There was concern over the actual details 
of the police report, but at the end of the night 
everyone who watched the game got the 
general drift of what was happening, and 
splitting hairs on how many seats were thrown 
at police was just skirting the key issue - are 
Hellas officials doing all they can to reduce 
anti-social behaviour at soccer matches? 


There seems no doubt they are. doing all 
they can to promote the pro-Greek behaviour 
at soccer matches. More than a few 
observers were stunned when a giant HELLAS 
run-through was provided for the players 
before the MSF 2nd leg, while George 
Vasilopoulos’ speech in the social club 
following that match bordered on the 
Churchillian, urging the fans to support the 
club of their fathers and grandfathers.... 

Stirring stuff for those of that persuasion, 
but for those who realised the ramifications of 
Vasilopoulos' speech, it was chilling. There 
was going to be rowdy scenes at Olympic Park 
on May 16, that much was evident after the 
events of May 3, 
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Scratching the seven year itch 


“South Melboume - heading for another championship, South Melboume — we're gonna 
win the league” blurted the CD player in the Champions Sports bar at the BJS after the 
Lakers had made the grand final by defeating Carlton in the two-legged major semi-final. 
Nothing unusual about that - Frozen Tears’ unofficial anthem was on high-rotation at the BUS 
during the finals. Although reaching the grand final was only one step towards the club's 
ultimate goal of winning the premiership, the mood amongst the fans was fairly ecstatic. Five 
preliminary final losses since 1991 had made Souths fans pessimistic that their side would 
ever make the jump from pretenders to champions, so to actually make the final was cause 
for celebration as well as relief. 

Many also felt a little nervous tension with the realisation thal South Melbourne would 
never have a better, or even another, chance to win a third championship. Most people 
favoured meeting Marconi in the grand final because it was felt they would provide an easier 
opponent; an opinion borne out by the Stallions terrible showing in the preliminary final. 
Bresciano's goal put paid to that and set up the first all-Melbourne grand final since 1991. 

Newspaper interest picked-up during the week with an endless amount of interviews and 
previews, culminating in a street parade on Friday and a breakfast on Saturday, 


At last all the formalities were over and we could actually sil back (or for the economically 
challenged, stand back) and watch the game. And what a garne, bul thal is covered 
elsewhere in this issue. Boutsie’s winner may have been controversial but || was South's 
fourth win over Carlton in their five meetings and nobody could deny thoy were the NSL's 
best side during the season. Regardless of the legality of the winning goal, the incident is 
history now, As with the ‘offside’ goal at the ‘G' in November, no arnount of talk can change 
the fact that Eugene Brazzale waved ‘play on’ and South Melbourne won 2-1. 


It also preserved the club’s seven-year championship cycle, winning its first title seven 
years after joining the league in 1984 and triumphing for a second lime in 1991. Angie 
Postecoglou isn't the type to allow success to go to his head but South Melbourne's ability to 
build on this latest premiership ultimately depends on the board's willingness to embrace 
change, attract more non-Greek support (to complement not replace the existing Greek 
base) and develop a strategy to attract more sponsorship. It could starl by developing a 
marketing strategy (we are still waiting to see the five-year plan they keep telling us exists) 
and producing more merchandise. Carlton's range of gear puts South Melbourne's 
marketing efforts to shame. 

It also needs to streamline its board which has, according to who you believe, 17, 18 or 
21 members. Regardless of the number, it's far too cumbersome and needs to be culled to 
seven or eight dynamic people with a clear vision of the club's direction. Such a large board 
makes decision-making a nightmare and ensures that anyone with new ideas could easily be 
outvoted. In any case, its difficult to change the board's numbers when the club's constitution 
was written before the Magna Carta and would keep several top constilutional lawyers 
employed trying to decipher it. 


The problems facing the club are no different now than they were before the grand final 
so the board shouldn't wallow in its on-field success, thurnb its nose at its detractors or 
pretend that the grand final victory is a reflection of their competence. They should take a 
closer look at events in Sunshine where the Knights won premierships in 1995 and 1996 
(and made the grand final in 1991, 1992 and 1994) but have had to since sell their ‘stars’ and 
face an uncertain future playing in front of tiny crowds. 

The Knights current predicament could easily become South Melbourne's. On-field 
success can be fleeting in the NSL and will not guarantee the club's future in the long-term. 
The board needs to embrace change to ensure the club is still around to scratch its seven- 
year itch again in 2005, 


The Championship side 


Michael Petkovic - Club Brugge and Torino are on his agenda for the off-season and could be 
(he first player of the championship side to leave. Iffy during the regular season, but recovered his 
form during the finals. His possible sale may leave Hellas exposed in the ‘keeping department - 
reserve goalie Chris Jones has only played one senior game. 

Steve losifidis - Missed part of the season with injury but came back to claim a spot during the 
run-in to the finals. Very determined and probably too competitive but is becoming more 
disciplined. Playing at right-back allows Lozanovski the freedom to attack. 

Con Blatsis - Young centre-back who has improved markedly in the last two years. 

Has reduced his penchant to dive in with a tackle and his positional sense is better. Did not give 
Markovski a kick in the second major final and grand final. Very strong in the air. 

Tansel Baser - His move to sweeper after a big defeat in Perth was a big gamble by Postecoglou 
but it allowed the Young ‘Roo to develop as a consistent defender. It also allowed De Amicis to 
move to Jeft-back. Very reliable and strong in the air although content to restrict his forward forays 
to set-pieces. Prone to kicking the ball out of play, but experience will bring sufficient confidence 
to bring the ball forward and develop other aspects to his game. We hope so anyway... 

Fausto De Amicis - Ended the 96/97 season as sweeper after Kuzmanovic's suspension. Started 
this year in the same position but his patchy form improved once he had been stored to his 
preferred left back position, Always dangerous when going forward, he won the Joe Marston 
medal for man-of-the-match in the grand final. Trials in Germany await.... 

David Clarkson - One of the most underrated players in the game and one of the most important 
players in the Lakers squad. Very disciplined and committed player who covers every blade of 
grass on the pitch and complements the ball players in the South Melbourne team. Will one day 
get the kudos he deserves. Perhaps if he played for a Sydney club.... 

Billy Damianos - Could just as easily have lined up for Carlton in the grand final instead of 
against them. Talented midfielder with quick feet and good vision. Scored a spectacular goal 
against the Knights but needs to develop the ruthlessness to score more reqularly. 

Steve Panopoulos - Spent some of the season on the bench but eventually found his spot in the 
side as a defensive midfielder. Succesfully marked Kresimir Marusic in the finals after the Carlton 
midfielder had destroyed South Melbourne in the last home & away game. 

Goran Lozanovski - Multi-coloured boots, aggressive play and dangerous crosses quickly 
established Goran as one of the most popular players at the club. Injured on his debut in 
Brisbane that sidelined him for six weeks but quickly found form on his retum. Used as a wing- 
back on many occasions but not entirely comfortable with the defensive responsibilities of that 
position. Still rash in the tackle, though, and Angie simply MUST knock that aspect out of his 
game. Was considered lucky not to be sent off at various stages during the season. 

Paul Trimboli - Probably a testament to the side that Postecoglou has built that South Melbourne 
don't rely on him quite as much as in previous years when South really were a one-man-team. 
Nevertheless, still one of the most skilful players in the league. able to create and convert 
chances. Deservedly named Player of the Year. 

John Anastasiadis - Looked like a fish out of water playing on the wing in Loza's absence but 
was moved into attack for the home match against Sydney United and scored a hat-trick in a 3-0 
win. From this point on, proved a consistent scorer whose positional play and speed of thought is 
very good. Scored three goals against Carlton, including one in the grand final. 

Con Boutsianis - Much maligned winger. Many questioned why Postecoglou was so eager to 
sign him but proved his worth in the grand final alone. One of the best, if not the best, free-kick 
takers in the league. Scored so often with his characteristic left-footers that you almost expected 
him to score from every free-kick, Towards the end of the season used as a super-sub, replaced 
Anastasiadis in the grand final. Would be some player if his right-foot was anywhere near as good 
as his left. Career in jeopardy following charges relating to an armed robbery. 

Vaughan Coveny - Most infuriating player in the team. Has great pace and power but is too often 
let down by his woeful finishing. Like Boutsianis, has developed into a super-sub. Became the 
first New Zealander to win an Ericsson Cup championship winner's medal. 





Nine matches, ranging from dire to superb - it’s all covered in the 


The 1997/98 SU Ericsson Cup Finals Review 





Wollongong 3 Tony Perinich 56, estas Salapasidis 80, 84 
Adelaide City 0 
Att: 10,954 Ref: Simon Micallef 

Slight delay to the kick-off while the huge crowd poured into Brandon Park to see the Wolves 
put one foot into the Minor Semi Final. Mori hit the side netting in the second minute while Wolves 
should have had a penalty when Yeats pushed Surjan inside the area. Micallef awarded a free- 
Kick outside the box, but like most Wollongong set pieces, it came to little. At the other end, 
Adelaide seemed devoid of ideas for much of the game, seemingly content to soak up the waves 
of Wollongong pressure. Sinozic did an excellent job on Mori, forcing the Socceroo back into 
midfield in search of a kick, further reducing City's attacking options. The second half was far 
better for the neutral observer and Wolves took the lead when Perinich beat Tobin and the 
advancing Petkovic to a Matt Horsley cross. Sinozic almost scored an own goal but for a superb 
reflex save from Hughes, but Wollongong piled forward and were rewarded with two further goals 
from close range by Salapasidis (on loan from Ad City!!), the second of which resulted from a 
Petkovic fumble. 





Adelaide City 2 Michael Brooks 17, Nick k Sabliak BO 
Wollongong 2 Alvin Ceccoli 56, Kostas Salapasidis 75 
Att: 4497 Ref: Eugene Brazzale 

Ad City made history last season, coming from 3-0 down to defeat Marconi in extra time and 
Wollongong must have had similar thoughts when Mori hit the bar in the first minute when it 
seemed easier to score. The Zebras went ahead when a Costanzo corner found its way into the 
net via Brooks although Sinozic appeared to get a touch as well. Ivanovic almost doubled the 
lead with a left foot drive but Hughes made a great diving save. Perinich went close at the other 
end before Hassell , Brooks and Mori all had golden chances to increase the lead before thr 
break. The entertainment continued in the second half with Petkovic making a great double save 
to keep the Zebras in the game and then thwarting Salapasidis in a one-on-one following a 50 
metre throw from Brett Hughes. 

A minute later it was all over as Ceccoli beat Gibson to a loose ball and fired a 20 metre shot 
which was too good for Petkovic. Adelaide were a beaten side although Mori and Brooks had 
chances to reduce the aggregate deficit before Salapasidis chested down a Chipperfield cross, 
side-stepped Armour and blasted an excellent shot into the top corner. Sabljak scored the goal of 
the night however with a cracking left foot volley from 20m after Hughes had punched a cross out 
to the edge of the area, The action continued until the final whistle with Ceccoli in particular 
enjoying himself to the maximum while both goalkeepers were kept busy with a variety of scoring 
opportunities. 


Marconi 1 Francis Awaritefe 26 


sydney Utd 0 
Att 10,113 Ref: Matthew Breeze 

Awaritefe got his 100th goal in the national league, converting a McDonald cross which Kalac 
totally misjudged and the ball bounced into an empty net. Plenty of tension in the game with a 
multitude of bookings, and McDonald was rightly sent off for a second yellow after a shocking 
tackle on Bilokapic in first half injury time, Both midfields were generally poor, with far too, many 
stray passes and even with the extra man Sydney United resorted to pumping high balls into the 
box which made little impact. A great night for the Marconi faithful, but for the neutrals it was only 
the yellow card count and the closeness of the score which kept 'em interested. 


“~ 





Sydney Utd 0 
Marconi 1 Francis Awaritefe 71 
Att: 10,786 Ref: Mark Shield 

Another grumpy match, with a few players seemingly intent on settling some scores from the 
first leg, especially after Velimir Kupresak was sent off for an off the ball incident involving Sean 
(or is it Zeljko?) Babic. Marconi had the better of the first half with Zoric missing an open goal and 
Bennett clearing off the line after Awaritefe had beaten Stuart Munro for pace. 

The second half was more even with Burns and Bilokapic going close for United while the man 
with the identity crisis went one-on-one with Kalac. The goal came following good work from 
Maloney with a Zoric dummy allowing Awaritefe to tap home from five metres, and in doing so 
becoming the leaque's all-time record scorer in finals, with eight goals. Sydney United were a 
beaten side and with Marconi keeper Ante Covic in such good form there was no doubt that 
Marconi deserved to progress. 

Oh, and quote of the night definitely came from Paul Williams re Kim Pan-Keun: 

"Even when he doesn't touch the ball he does something spectacular with it". 


3:00pm at Optus Oval 





Carlton 1 John Markovski 89 
Hellas 2 Paul Trimboli 24, John Anastasiadis 34 
Att: 6,767 Ref Brett Hugo 

Carlton coach Eddie Kmcevic was lured into naming an unchanged side following the 
5-0 drubbing of SMH at the BJS two weeks earlier, but the circumstances for that match were 
vastly different. losifidis, Blatsis and De Amicis were all missing from the Souths defence that day 
while Player of the Year (elect) Paul Trimboli was also absent from the action, while Carlton were 
virtually at full strength. 

On this day however it was a different story with Hellas dominating the match and they surely 
would have won by more had Dean Anastasiadis been sent off for bringing down Trimboli inside 
the box after 23 minutes. Hugo gave a free-kick outside the area and a yellow card. The 
goalkeeper made a great save from the resultant Lozanovski scorcher but was beaten two 
minutes later when Trimboli was left unattended with Con Anthopoulos injured on the goalline. 

The goal got Carlton into second gear but Hellas were simply too good and when Colosimo lost 
his footing John Anastasiadis took possession and slammed a volley past his brother from the 
edge of the box. Carlton improved slightly in the second half but Damianos was excellent in 
midfield while Clarkson and Panopoulos also ensured Souths won most midfield battles. 
Lozanovski was lucky not to be sent off fora second yellow before Postecoglou replaced him with 
Coveny, but even a late goal from Markovski couldn't hide the gulf in commitment. A spate of late 
bookings only added to Carlton's frustrations. 


Major Semi Fir 2nd le 
Hellas 1 Goran Lozanovski 13 
Carlton 0 
Att: 14,850 Ref: Eddie Lennie 

A record crowd at the BJS in beautiful weather saw an intriguing game although the result was 
rarely in doubt after Lozanovski had buried a loose ball from 15 metres. 
With Carlton needing to score three times the home side were content to sit back although an 
improved performance from the Carlton midfielders may not have given Hellas much choice, The 
match would certainly have packed a different punch in the second half had the visitors equalised 
before half-time however, and Marusic forced Petkovic to tip a great header on to the bar just prior 
to the interval, but a packed defence led Carlton to taking pot shots from outside the box (which 
were rarely on target) while South's counter-attacks were unusually blunt. 





Adrian Cervinksi looked dangerous after coming on as a sub, but generally Carlton had few 
ideas on how to break down a disciplined Hellas defence. Bresciano livened things up with a late 
challenge on Petkovic which resulted in a deserved yellow card, although a couple of South 
defenders were lucky not to follow him into the book as they grappled with him in the aftermath of 
the incident. 

Cariton continued and press and were certainly enhancing their reputation and confidence for 
an expected repeat showdown in a fortnight, but their plans were dealt a crucial blow when 
Boutsianis had a great chance on the break in the dying minutes. Set free with the ball and goal 
in front of him, Con was happy to tumble when Anthopoulos breathed on him from behind. 

The only man on the park heading to the Worid Cup finals gave the defender a second yellow 
and Douglas a yellow as well for complaining, further complicating Krncevic's defensive plans for 
the Preliminary final. On reflection, Anthopoulos would have been better off letting Boutsianis go 
through and take a shot. 






Marconi 2 Francis Awaritefe 62, Brad Maloney 67 
Wollongong 1 Alvin Ceccoli 72 
Att: 8,646 Ref: Gerry Connolly 

Another glorious night for Marconi although Wolves fans - who actually outnumbered the 
‘home' supporters as far as we could tell - will feel the better team lost. Certainly the Wolves took 
up the running in the first half, although nerves seemed to get the better of both teams with lots of 
stray passes resulting in end-to-end stuff even though shots on goal were at a premium. 
Marconi's first effort on target came from a Mike Smith header which Hughes did very well to save 
while Covic earned his cash at the other end with a fingertip save from Chipperfield. 

Awaritefe should have done better just before the break when he headed wide an excellent 
Zoric cross but made amends after 62 minutes when he scored a trademark tap-in after Maloney 
had hammered Casserley's cross back through the six yard box. Earlier in the second half Surjan 
had a golden chance when left unmarked bul he was unable to control a cross from Perinich, 
while Covic made a brilliant double save a minute later from Chipperfield's shot and Surjan’s 
rebound. 

Marconi looked to have made the game safe when Maloney slotted home from ten metres after 
Zoric had set up the chance, but the Wolves refused to lie down and a stunning goal from Ceccoli 
set up an exciting finish. Perinich couldn't quite connect with a Ceccoli cross but Marconi also 
went close when Hughes only just dealt with a Renaud cross. 

Wollongong coach Nick Theodorakopoulos summed it up beautifully, saying “Obviously it's a pily 
that playing entertaining soccer does not count for anything.” 


= : lI 
Carlton 1 Marco Bresciano 92 
Marconi 0 
Alt: 3,672 Ref: Simon Micallef 

Bloody cold, bloody expensive, bloody poor crowd. Worse, only one team came out to play 

and nobody will feel any sympathy for Marconi after this non-performance. To be fair, Carlton 
were very good, with a revamped 4-4-2 line-up blanketing Marconi in almost every position. 
Even the loss through suspension of key Carlton defencemen Sean Douglas and Con 
Anthopoulos failed to lure Marconi into an attacking frame of mind and as the second half wore on 
the crowd were praying for ANY goal, anything to avoid having to sit through more of the same 
during sudden-death extra-time. 

Then just as s-d e-t looked inevitable, Bresciano collected a pass from Marusic and hammered 
the ball past Covic from the edge of the 18 yard box. Phew.... 

Tony Labbozzetta would have been smirking at the poor attendance (see Get the Book oul!) 
but | know plenty of people that wouldn't watch Marconi this season if it was free, and this match 
gave ample evidence as to why. Secure:at the back, ordinary in midfield and gun-shy up front. 

If it wasn't for Kim they may never have made the finals. 




















Peat iil | cil rh 
Boutsianis 88 


Hellas 2 John Anastasiadis 8, Con. 
Carlton 1 Marcus Stergiopoulos 78 
Att: 16,000 Ref: Eugene Brazzale 





Will there ever be a more controversial finish to a national soccer leaque grand final? 
somehow we doubt it. A real ‘Con-job’ if ever we've seen one. Unfortunately Eugene Brazzale 
was on the blind side, as was the linesman at that end of the ground, and the substitute skipped 
away to finish beautifully to send the Hellas fans into a frenzy. 

It was an extraordinary end to a great match, with both sides creating chances and half- 
chances with quality soccer in an atmosphere that would not have been out of place in Europe. 
Sadly the stadium wasn't packed to capacity, but that didn't prevent the players from putting on a 
badly needed show for the soccer public. 


Anastasiadis gave Souths the lead after Carlton's defence had failed to clear the ball, with 
Fausto De Amicis squaring the final ball for JA to tuck away. It was a sloppy goal from Carlton's 
viewpoint and it clearly rattled the New Blues as South created other golden opportunities in the 
ensuing twenty minutes. The longer the game went, however, the less likely it seemed that South 
would increase their lead. Carlton were forging forward yet Petkovic in the South goal was rarely 
troubled, and even when Adrian Cervinski was introduced midway through the second half it 
seemed the South defence were going to hold on. And then the fairytales started. 


Marcus Stergiopoulos, with his first touch after coming off the bench, rifled a twenty metre shot 
past Petkovic to score his first goal for the club. Overcome, he could only sprint into the waiting 
arms of his coach before somehow regaining sufficient composure for the game to continue. It 
must be said that Carlton thoroughly deserved their equaliser, and having been beaten by South 
Melbourne three times already this season it appeared they finally had the belief to go on with it. 
Thoughts returned momentarily to the second leg clash at Bab Jane Stadium a fortnight earlier... 

It was a match deserving of extra-time, with neither side able to dominate the other, but hiistory 

shows Con Boutsianis scored with two minutes remaining to clinch the trophy. 
In keeping with the drama, there was one final twist, when Con thought he had scored his second 
in injury time and took off with some teammates for a corner-flag jig only for Carlton to take a 
quick free-kick for offside and charge up the other end. True slapstick. If only Carlton had 
scored... 


The New Price is Right? 

Despite an exciting finish to the 97/98 season South Melbourne and Cariton still couldn't fill 
Olympic Park. 16,000 attended the GF in the 19,000 capacity venue, a worrying outcome given 
the 40,446 lock-out in Brisbane last year. Yet the relatively poor response cannot be put down to 
a lack of interest or not enough publicity. No other domestic club match has created as much 
interest in Melbourne before. Joe Public became aware of the Grand Final through prominent 
newspaper coverage, a Grand Final parade and even a cameo appearance by Kmcevic, Trimboli 
and Bresciano on the ‘Footy Show’. 

No, it wasn't the apathy of the Melbourne fans that was to blame but rather Soccer Australia's 
exhorbitant admission prices. The cost of $41 for a seat was an enormous amount to pay, 
particularly for a sport still trying to attract more fans. 

We lost count of the number of people who expressed an interest in attending the match but 
gasped when told of the price. A family of four would have paid more than $100 to see the game, 
so its perhaps understandable that many chose to watch it on Optus Vision, particularly with the 
FA Cup final to look forward to several hours later. Cheaper admission was available on the 
terraces behind the goals but why should fans have to put up with a poor view because they were 
unable or unwilling to pay $417. 

Yet again SocAus took advantage of fans eager to see their side in the final, instead of taking a 
long term view of making the game cheap enough to entice ‘new’ fans. 





1998 Ericsson Cup Awards 


The Grand Hyatt in Melbourne was the scene for this year's ceremony which was fairly 
appropriate given South Melbourne took out all the major awards. It wasn't the party it should 
have been, of course, with the adverse publicity surrounding the events at the grand final still 
uppermost in some people's minds, and of course the Boutsianis case hadn't been made public 
yet, so with that little timebomb still ticking away it wasn't surprising that George Vasilopoulos and 
co had an uncomfortable night in the spotlight. 


To the awards themselves then, and Trimmers was a worthy winner of the big one, six years 
after he first took out the award, while Brett Emerton was also a worthy winner of the youth award, 
even if some people suspected his excellent performances in the green and gold may have 
helped his cause. Nah, he probably would've won anyway. 


The goalkeeping award was VERY controversial however, with Jason Petkovic looking quite 
embarrassed over the accolade. Once again the voting procedure was queried and most people 
were of the opinion that nominations needed to be forwarded by the end of round 19. That may 
explain a few things, but it certainly doesn't make them right. 


Which leads us nicely to the coach of the year award, and while there is no doubt that Angie 
Postecoglou's team won the minor championship and the Ericsson Cup, it seems absolutely 
ridiculous that Eddie Krncevic was not nominated. Again, we can only assume that nominations 
were called for way too early, yet Krncevic had pulled a team from scratch and, like Zoran Matic at 
Collingwood, put together an opening unbeaten run that took the league by storm. For Carlton to 
go on and reach the grand final must've been a huge embarrassment for Soccer Australia, as well 
as the, ahem, coaches that voted. 


As they finished..... 





AYoR AYER O] ial | ARREN fh A, 
4. Paul Trimboli (SM) 2. Damian Mori (Ad City) 3. Brett Emerton (UTSO) 
4. Brad Maloney (Marconi) 5. John Markovski (Carlton) 


4. Brett Emerton (UTSO) 2. Simon Colosimo (Carlton) 3. Bill Darnianos (SM) 
COACH OF THE YEAR 

4. Angie Postecoglou (SM) 2. Nick Theodorakopoulos (Woll) 3. David Mitchell (Syd Utd) 
1. Jason Petkovic (Ad City) 2. Michael Petkovic(SM) 3. Dean Anastasiadis (Carlton) 


1. Mile Sterjovski (AIS) 2. Nick Carle (UTSO) 3. Leo Carle (UTSO) 


1. Ivica Klarica (Carlton) 2. Martin John (VIS) 3. Steve Mrkela (VIS) 


Ansett Top Goalscorer: Damian Mori (Ad City) 
Optus Fair Play award: Brisbane Strikers 
Referee of the Year: Eugene Brazzale (Vic) 
Assitant referee of the Year: Michael Perry (SA) 


Get the book out! 


Red card to Tony Labbozzetta for his absolutely outrageous display in the Parramatta Stadium 
tunnel following Marconi's minor semi-final win over Wollongong. Bailing up Ericsson Cup general 
manager Peter Russell, he proceded to give him a violent tongue lashing over the choice of venue 
for the preliminary final, insisting the game be taken to the people (i.e. Sydney), totally ignoring the 
fact that Carlton finished above Marconi at the end of the regular season and therefore had 
secured the right to play the match in Melbourne. Why don't we just let the audio tape take 
over..... 


"You have a role to play Peter, and that is, bring the game to the people...” 

(cue finger pointing...) 

"Tony Labbozzetta has given more than you have ever given and has never 
received ONE cent. Do you understand that Peter? 

You are just an employee, and stay there Peter, stay there, ‘cos you'll do well. 

Don't worry about it. You and David Hill and all the other hierachy will get it at the 
right time, | can promise you that. 

Because it's a disgrace, you oughta be ashamed of yourself. 

You should bring the game to Sydney where the people are waiting." 


Er, excuse us Tony, but Carlton earnt the right to host the game. Put simply, if Marconi wants 
to host a preliminary or grand final the club needs to finish in the top two at the end of the season. 
Or is that too diffiuclt for you to understand? 


CR 


Yellow Card to the journalists who continue to write about any Carlton-South Melbourne game in 
terms of an Anastasiadis family feud. The first time was appropriate, the second was predictable, 
the third was understandable (perhaps) but by the grand final it had been done to death. 

Lads, why not try a new angle next time. We're sure John and Dean are as tired of answering 
questions about how they feel playing against each other as we are of reading about it. 


iit htt etree 


Red Card to Con Anthopoulos for his, well, red card in the MSF 2nd leg at the BJS. The Blues 
were trailing 1-0 nil on the day and 3-1 on aggregate when Con Boutsianis broke-free on goal 
deep into injury time. The tie was lost but a rush of blood led to Anthopoulos missing both the 
preliminary and grand finals. He is still young. He will learn from the experience. We hope.... 
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Red Card to Soccer Australia for their ‘special’ grand final programme. Our eyes lit up when we 
noticed a guy selling a “special souvenir program" with De Amicis and Colosimo on the cover. We 
fumbled frantically for loose change, happy to pay $3 dollars for a lasting momento of the big 
game. Looking inside, we couldn't help but notice how familiar it all looked until we realised that 
this was identical, bar one article and the cover, to the previously issued finals programme. 

Gee, thanks SocAus, you've sucked us In again. Just don't expect us to buy another one of your 
shoddy, over-priced program's in the near future. 


ee 


Yellow Card to Fred Villiers for previewing the Wollongong-Marconi semi-final in the Sunday 
Herald-Sun the morning after the game was played. The Stallions beat the Wolves the night 
before but Fred, totally oblivious, gave his thoughts on the game anyway and actually tipped the 
Wolves. Read Fred's next column on why he thinks England can win the 1966 World Cup and who 
should replace Frank Arok as Socceroo coach. 
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Geoff Coy takes a look at what has been happening behind the scenes as 
Northern Spirit F.C. prepare for entry to next season's Ericsson Cup. 


GETTING INTO THE SPIRIT OF THINGS 


On 18th October 1997 the Sydney Morning Herald soccer scribe, Michael Cockerill reported 
that a cashed up private consortium based on Sydney's north side was set to join the National 
Soccer League. The new club, Northern Spirit had been established after 12 months of secret 
planning and the backers had settled on what they called the upwardly mobile northern suburbs of 
Sydney. 

: Hg application had been lodged with Soccer Ausiralia with the strong points being: 

* Backing from the 3 local associations of Gladesville Homsby, Kuringai and Manly Warringah 

* Representation of 22,000 registered players from the 3 associations 

* Eclectric Board of Directors led by Remo Nogorotto which also included: 


- Kathryn Greiner- Councillor, Sydney City Council 

- Emmanuel Zammit - the former chief executive of Sydney United 
- Tony Anastasi . the managing-director of Auto Parts Australia 
- Kerry Chikarovski - Liberal State MP for Lane Cove 

- Peter Rix - The executive-producer of ARIA 


* Ownership by Remo Nogorotto, Rene Licata (ex Marconi-Fairfield player) and an as yet 
unnamed Malaysian organisation, 

* Capital of $5 million to be injected into the club with an initial budget of one million dollars for 
player payments 

* Full time playing staff 

* Extensive market research 


Once the application had been lodged attention was diverted to the now infamous World Cup 
qualifiers with Iran, but in December the board of directors reminded Soccer Australia that they 
needed approval by early January in order to allow sufficient time to gear up for next season's 
Ericsson Cup. 


At the time of the SA application a marketing brochure was produced and Remo Nogorotto 
went on record with the following statement: 


"The Northem Spirit Football Club or ‘The Spirit’ as it will become known in football 
terraces around the country, will be about the pursuit of excellence both on and off the 
playing field. It is the Club's aim to revolutionise the manner in which soccer has been 
perceived in the Australian sporting market place. For too long, the game has been 
regarded as the ‘sleeping giant' of all the football codes. Northern Spirit FC seeks to finally 
convert this potential into reality. 

We aim to capture the fire the imagination of sporting enthusiasts in Northern Sydney 
who, for the first time will have a national league club to call their very own", 


He concluded by inviting all and sundry to "become a part of a truly exciting new sporting 
phenomenon and to share in the experience of the Spint. 


The statistics behind the push included: 
* A population of 715,536 people in the greater north of Sydney 
* A high concentration of second generation Australians 
* Arich blend of ethnic backgrounds 
* The highest concentration of expatriate British living in Sydney ie Manly 10.5% of the population 
and North Sydney 9.8%. 
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The Spirit name was selected after extensive market research. Something the people at 
Northern Spirit appear to have done a lot of. According to history associated with North Sydney 
Oval and aboriginal legend a mighty warrior once inhabited the hill where North Sydney Oval now 
stands. It is reputed that the warrior held vast resources of valour and honour and performed 
mighty deeds and because of such mighty deeds he lived forever and his homeland absorbed the 
spirit. 

Could it be that in the not too distant future a whole team of modern day warriors will attempt to 
carry on this glorious tradition. 


THE PLAN 


The Spirit will be a full time professional club and they intend to be stylish, fresh and 
contemporary. Potential corporate support will be targeted towards large multinational companies 
whose head offices occupy the CBD's of St Leonards, North Sydney and Chatwood. It is also 
intended to capture the imagination of those sporting enthusiasts who have probably never 
attended a club soccer game in Australia. It is hoped all this will be achieved by creating 
community awareness and building support through associations with local councils, community 
clubs, chambers of commerce, retail shopping centres, schools and tertiary institutions. 


THE COLOURS 


|t has been written that the colours of the Northern Spirit (red yellow and blue) have been 
adopted from the 3 local association. The colours of the three local associations are: 


Gladesville/Hornsby: black and gold 
Kuringai: green and white with a dash of yellow 
Manly Warringah: blue and red 


The marketing brochure features a touched up picture of Graham Arnold in a white strip with 
red, yellow and blue trim whilst the alternate strip is predominantly red with blue/white/yellow trim. 

The predominant colours of red and yellow closely follow the corporate colour scheme of the 
local North Sydney Council. A stroll around the North Sydney district reveals red and yellow street 
signs and matching bus shelters. Could it be that the club colours were chosen to appease the 
local council more so than the local associations? 


ASSOCIATED PROBLEMS 


Despite the extensive market research the Spirit launch has not been without it's problems. 
The choice of a home ground at North Sydney Oval (NSO), complete with its oval shape and 
cricket pitch has raised a few eyebrows. Especially in light of Carlton's experience at Optus Oval 
this season. Every player from the junior association through to the national league knows that 
the equation of soccer + cricket pitch = disaster, although it must be stressed that the oval 


dimensions of NSO are nowhere near as big as the MCG or SCG. 


To the north of Sydney Harbour, the city is almost devoid of top sporting venues. From a 
soccer perspective the choice is narrowed down to NSO, the rectangular Brookvale Oval on the 
northern beaches or Parramatta Stadium which is too far to the west. 


A visit to the North Sydney Oval web site reveals some unnerving facts. The playing area 
absorbs tremendous usage during the year with grade fixtures for North Sydney League and 
Northern Suburbs Rugby Union fixtures played from March to September. 

Adding local, schoolboy junior league and union representative matches results in well over 
100 games of football per season in addition to reqular weekly training. 

Talk at the moment is that North Sydney Rugby Leaque Club intends to relocate to the central 
coast by 7999. However, talk is cheap and without a suitable stadium on the central coast Norths 
could be at NSO for some time yet. 
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From the end of September through to February approximately 40 days of first class, first 
grade and social cricket are played at NSO. This includes the home matches of North Sydney 
District Cricket Club played over two days, Saturday to Saturday, Mercantile Mutual Cup, one-day 
games and the occasional Sheffield Shield fixture. All in all a busy schedule for the grounds staff 
who will be further burdened by additional Spirit fixtures running from October through to April. 


Back in the 1970's & ‘80's the ground was known as a concrete dustbowl because of its over 
use from four codes of football. This led to the reconstruction of the playing area that was 
completed in 1987. The playing area consists of 1.5 hectares, 6 cricket wickets covered in 
Greenlees Park couch which is over sown with a mixture of Gator and Top Hat rye grasses 
complete with a sand profile drainage system and automatic irrigation system. 

Recent news suggests that a revolutionary "Strathair" turf system similar to that used at Old 
Trafford will allow the grounds staff to cultivate tubs of grass and transport them to and from the 
playing area during spring and summer making the ground suitable for both summer tenants. 
One local paper recently reported that the cost of the turf technology would be $150,000. To the 
layman, the logistics of transporting 2 tubs of turf and soil to and from a the middle of the oval 
every second week is quite staggering. How this works in practice remains to be seen. 


Recent Spirit signing Kresimir Marusic has been outspoken on his dislike of the cricket pitch in 
the middle of Optus Oval. When questioned after the Ericsson Cup Grand Final about playing on a 
cricket pitch at NSO he stated "No more cricket pitches! If there is a cricket pitch there I'm 
leaving". All | can say is that the Spirit board must have already convinced Kresa that he won't 
face similar problems at NSO. 

Word has it that three home games will be played at the rectangular Brookvale Oval to assist 
with tenant congestion at NSO and also to help gauge the level of support coming from the 
peninsula area. Serious allegations have also been made towards Nogorotto and his board 
concerning player poaching and visiting rival club dressing rooms to sign players. 


GROUND LAYOUT 


The ground capacity is stated at 20,000 with approximately 5,500 in covered stands and the 
remainder comprising uncovered and unseated concourse and hill arrangements. 
The modern stands and buildings have been built with materials and techniques so they carefully 
blend with the traditional stands. On first appearance NSO presents a picture of elegance and 
timeless quality but it is not a purpose built football ground and from the aspect of covered seating 
and close up action it does not compare at all to the SFS or Parramatta Stadium. 


| am told that the ground is "dry" with the exception of corporate boxes and function center 
and members’ facilities located in the Mollie Dive Stand. A point further emphasized by the sign 
located at the entranceway to the ground indicating a $200 fine for bringing alcohol into the 
ground, This might be a welcoming gesture for family supporters but it will prove disconcerting for 
some sections of the supporter base who, no doubt, will need to fill up before and after the games 
at the numerous hotels adjacent to (and in near proximity to) the ground. 


RECENT HAPPENINGS 


The Club administration office was recently opened. It is located close to the ground at 13-15 
Ridge Street. Melissa Down is the Operations Manager and employed on a full time basis. Roger 
Sleeman is media liaison man and employed on a contract basis. Some readers might remember 
Roger from his days at British Soccer Weekly and as a contributor to Studs Up. A promotion has 
been planned and will take place at NSO on the afternoon of Sunday 12th July (World Cup Final 
Day). Events will center round a family fun day and include international food and wine stalls, 
children's activities, meet the players and players versus celebrities match. 





A CLOSE CHESTED APPROACH 


Apart from the confirmed signing of player/coach Graham Arnold the Spirit have kept quiet 
about their player signings. The club has confirmed that 14 players have been signed to full time 
contracts. The media has speculated on these signings in recent months and its is believed that 
the following players have signed to play: 

scott Ollerenshaw, flan Crook, Kresimir Marusic, Mark Rudan, Paul Bilokapic, Luke 
Casserley, Troy Cranney, Gabriel Mendez, Tony Perinich, Clayton Zane and, of 
course, Robbie Slater. 

An announcement including player signings is expected at the conclusion of this season's 
Ericsson Cup grand final and will probably coincide with all the media hype surrounding the 
commencement of France '98 in June. 


The history of Australian soccer is littered with clubs that strived for the top only to disappear 
without trace and Northern Sydney is no different. Clubs such as Gladesville, Polonia-Northside, 
Kuringai, Lane Cove, Artarmon-North Shore, Warringah Dolphins, Gladesville-Hornsby and 
Northern Districts United have all disappeared over time. 

For the sake of soccer followers in Sydney's north, it is hoped that The Spirit succeed with their 
plan and at the same time provide impetus to Soccer Australia's objective to make the game the 
dominant football cade in this country. 





2000 - 26 months and counting 


Almost as soon as Andrew Slack was named as the chairman of the Queensland Olympic 
Games Soccer Organising Committee the fan was turned on and it went in all directions. We can 
now advise that Alan Vessey, former General Secretary of the ASF, and 
current Chief Executive of the QSF, has been appointed as the chair to QOGSOC. 

Meanwhile down in Victoria, the wheels of the OGSOC (or will it be VOGSOC?) are turning a 
little slower. SU managed to bail up VSF honcho Geoff Miles recently but the news was, um, 
actually there was no news. Such an organising committee has yet to be, er, organised. 


On the playing front however things are a little further up the road, In November last year the 
FIFA Committee for the Organisation of the Olympic Football Tournaments under the 
chairmanship of Issa Hayatou (Cameroon), has ruled that NO over 23 players will be allowed. For 
the women it was agreed to maintain the minimum age of 16 years. 

As for the allocation of places, Obviously Oz will be there but the other 15 places will be 
decided as follows: Africa - 4 (including an extra one in recognition of Nigeria having won the 1996 

|gold medal), Europe - 4, South America - 2, Concacaf - 2, Asia - 3 (the third Asian team will 
| contest a play-off with the top team from Oceania). 

In the women's competition, the eight finalist teams will be Australia plus the top seven teams 
in the 1999 FIFA Women's World Cup in the United States. 

The qualifying matches will be played between 1 August 1998 and 30 April 2000. 







A little Belgian birdie on the Internet revealed recently that Paul Okon has resumed light 
training after eight months of inactivity yet it seems doubtful he'll resume his professional career. 
According to the birdie, , the gristle in his knee isn't growing back and the joint doesn't function 

| properly anymore, The doctors told him he can only wait and hope he gets better. In a couple of 

months, Okon should know if he'll be able to play again. If not, the 24 year-old midfielder, who still 

has a 1 year contract, may return to Australia to start a coaching career. Fingers crossed.... 


Ata Reserve Near You..... 


from Searlais Mullin 


Another Ericsson Cup season comes to 
anend. Your team failed to reach the Finals, 
and it's a whole five months before the next 
season begins. There is the respite of the 
various televised football finals from around 
the world in May, and even a World Cup to 
enjoy, but no truly "live" action. What is a 
football junkie to do? 


The answer is probably just around the 
corner at your local park. With summer over 
it's time for the various state leagues to slog 
through their winter seasons. On the surface 
the prospect may seem bleak. Crowds in the 
top divisions of most state leagues rarely 
exceed four or five hundred. Indeed, the 
Perth media described an attendance of 
seven hundred at a WA Premier League 
match between Sorrento and Joondalup City 
as “huge”. Compared to Perth Glory's 
average gate of fifteen thousand, it's quite a 
step down. Of course there is also the foul 
winter weather, lack of shelter (not to 
mention countless other amenities) for 
supporters, poor playing surfaces and 
obviously a lower playing standard. 


But state league football has charms that 
more than make up for the negatives. 
To illustrate we look at a typical Saturday 
afternoon state league fixture, in this case a 
WA Premier League match between Dianella 
White Eagles and Fremantle City on 16 May. 

Dianella Reserve, located in north-eastern 
suburban Perth, is fairly average as far as 
WA state league venues go. It consists of a 
playing field with a grass bank on one side. 
In the centre of the bank is a clubhouse 
fronted by a veranda, The veranda shelters 
bench seating. The change rooms are 
separate to the clubhouse, and a closed-in 
"tunnel" constructed of cyclone fencing 
protects the players as they run onto the 
field, 


But Dianella Reserve also has its oddities. 
It doubles as a little athletics centre, and has 
a very narrow stack of bleachers where 


presumably the finish line is located. 


The fencing that separates the crowd 
from the action totally blocks off one side of 


oy pitch and does not encircle it. 


Wide grassy expanses surround the 
players on three sides, and beyond that 
grows natural bushland. Although only ten or 
so kilometres from the city centre, you'd think 
you were in the countryside. 


The match programme is below par for 
the WA Premier League, but not atypical. 
It is simply a folded piece of paper with the 
match details on the front, the squads inside 
(the players' numbers invariably wrong) and 
advertising on the back. Or rather, 
advertising for advertising on the back. 
An amusing message informs the reader that 
Dianella attracts better than average 
“attendancies” [sic] than most other clubs, 
thus offering the potential advertiser a good 
opportunity to promote their services. 


As their name indicates, Dianella White 
Eagles are a Serbian club. The clubrooms 
are actually the local Serbia Club itself, not 
an unusual feature al state league grounds. 
Fans can purchase snacks, drinks and a 
limited range of alcohol from the club. Inside 
the club's origins are proudly displayed on 
the wall, Australian and Serbian flags 
flanking the portrait of a Serbian king. 
Behind the clubrooms is the obligatory pig on 
a spit for the after-match function. 

Surprisingly amongst the Dianella fans 

themselves there are very few “ethnic” 
trappings. Not a Yugoslavia, Red Star or 
Partizan shirt in sight, and certainly no flags 
(unless one counts the corner flags). 
The only indication of Serbian loyalties is a 
lone Aston Villa shirt with “Milosevic” on the 
back. An advertising board promotes the 
serbian Voice newspaper, but someone has 
spray-painted a swastika over it, 

The visitors, Fremantle City, have 
Portuguese origins (their original name was 
"Benfica United"), but their following is one of 
the most cosmopolitan in the league. 

Freo's fans are arguably the loudest and 
most passionate in WA and with their healthy 
travelling support the attendance was a 
respectable three hundred or so. 


But what of the football itself? Dianella 
fielded an under-strength team lacking any 
"big-name" players. The most notable 
exclusion was injured defender Peter 
Vukmirovic, recently signed from Perth Glory. 
Vukmirovic stood beside the Dianella bench, 
and seemed to be the one calling the shots 
rather than the coach himself. 

Fremantle City could boast the strongest 
squad in the league, including two in their 
starting eleven (Michael Mirco and Gary 
Faria) who will trial for Italian club Torino in 
July. 


The match kicked off with someone in the 
crowd crying "C'mon Croatia". Either a very 
brave (and unbelievably stupid) Freo fan, or 
a Dianella fan with a warped sense of 
humour. Luckily there was no reaction. 

The first half hour was a procession, Freo 
tearing the Dianella defence to shreds on 
several occasions. However, Dianella's goal 
was living a life more charmed than the Frog 
Prince, Both the bar and post were struck, 
the keeper pulled off a couple of point-blank 
saves and a defender cleared the ball off the 
line. 

Finally Freo earned a bizarre penalty. 
Mirco found himself with an open goal to 
volley into, but mishit his shot. The ball flew 
well wide of the goal and bounced awkwardly 
into the body of a Dianella defender ... and 
struck his hand. Veteran striker Peter 
Murphy then contrived to hit the bar with his 
conversion and the ball was scrambled away 
to safety. 


Dianella gradually clawed their way into 
the match, due largely to the injury of Freo's 
veteran sweeper, Lou Collova. 

During this passage of play came the 
most embarrassing incident of the match 
when a Dianella striker, looking to play the 
ball forward first time, managed to put the 
ball out for a Freo corner. He was in Freo's 
half when he attempted it. 


But just as it seemed that half-time would 
see a stalemate, Freo pounced with Faria 
blasting a shot into the net from outside the 
box. No less than the visitors deserved. 


The second half was dominated by Freo. 
Stocky midfielder Abdul Kamara scored an 
early long range goal when the Dianella 
defence failed to close him down. Dianella 
were given some hope when the referee 
(who was typically inept) awarded a highly 
dubious penalty that left all fans mystified. 
Zoran Mliinar showed Murphy how it's done 
and converted with ease. However, Freo 
quickly restored the two goal cushion with 
Robin Dyers clumsily knocking the ball in 
from close range at the second attempt. 

Soon afterwards Dyers missed an open 
goal and even the Dianella fans had to laugh. 
Scott Halpin, released during the week by 
Perth Glory, replaced Murphy. Halpin was a 
class apart and a joy to watch, except for the 
home fans. But he must have been 
bemused when Dianella's keeper tried some 
basketball skills only to get tangled up with 
him. Somehow the ball was scrambled to 
safety. 


Late in the match Dianella's very effective 
left back was replaced and Freo obligingly 
scored two goals down that flank. The five- 
one scoreline added a touch of reality to the 
spectacle in what was a typically bizarre 
match of occasional brilliance and occasional 
farce. The fans could then either shuffle off 
to the pub or enjoy roast pork. Unless you 
were a Dianella fan, it was a more than 
entertaining afternoon. 


Probably the most positive aspect of state 
football is its positiveness. Scorelines in the 
WA Premier League are far higher than that 
of the direfully negative Ericsson Cup. 

In recent weeks local fans have been treated 
to a six-all draw between Bayswater City 
Panthers and Olympic Kingsway, and a 
seven-five victory by Floreat Athena over 
Joondalup City. In the latter match eleven of 
the goals were scored in the second half. 

The standard of the state leaques is not 
far below that of the Ericsson Cup, and they 
usually offer more goals and better 
entertainment. If not for the low crowds and 
the Spartan facilities they would almost 
match the national competition. And with 
admission at only $6, it's surely worth a punt 
on a cold, football-less winter weekend. 


“ 





Interview with a Formeroo 
Greg Stocks talks to Bob Bignell 


With the Olyroos bid for a gold medal in Sydney 2000 well underway we should spare a 
thought for our original Olyroo pioneers - the boys from the '56 Olympics. Forty two years 
ago a side composed of players from all states of Australia travelled to Melbourne to take 
part in what was then Australia's first real football test on the international stage. Australian 
soccer had come a long way in the post war years and 1956 was viewed as the year it would 
all hopefully come together. 


The Olympic squad was initially selected from a series of matches between a preliminary 
Olympic squad and the various states. An initial squad under the captaincy of Bob Bignell 
travelled around Australia where they played the following games; 


July 14 1956 - Australia 4 bt Western Australia 1 - Bayswater Oval, Perth 
July 18 1956 - Australia 3 bt South Australia 2 - Norwood Oval, Adelaide 
July 19 1956 - Australia 3 bt Victoria 0 - Melbourne Showgrounds 

July 21 1956 - Australia 15 bt Tasmania 1 - South Hobart Ground 

July 22 1956 - Australia 3 bt Victoria 0 - South Melbourne Cricket Ground 
August 4 1956 - Australia 5 bt Queensland 2 - Heath Park, Brisbane 
August 11 1956 - N.S.W. 4 bt Australia 3 - Sydney Sportsground 

August 18 1956 - N.S.W. 3 bt Australia 1 - Sydney Sportsground 

August 19 1956 - Australia 1 bt N.S.W. 0 - Crystal Palace Ground, Wallsend 


From those games a squad of players under the captaincy of Bob Bignell was selected 
for the Olympic games. The squad consisted of: 


Ron Lord (NSW), Bill Henderson (NSW), John Pettigrew (NSW), Bill Harburn (Vic), 
Edward Smith (Vic), Bob Wemyss (Vic), Al Warren (Qld), Cliff Sander (Qid), Col Purser 
(WA), George Arthur (Tas), Alex Rattray (Tas), Peter Stone (NSW), Bruce Morrow 
(NSW), Frank Loughran (Vic), Col Kitching (Qld), Alec Beattie (SA), Grahame McMillan 
(Qld), Jack Lennard (NSW), Brian Vogler (Qld). 

Omitted from the original squad were Don Brown (NSW) and Spencer Kitching (Qld). 


The captaincy for the inaugural ‘Olyroos' was bestowed on South Coast veteran Bob 
Bignell who although well into 30's was playing the best football of his long and distinguished 
career. 


Regarded by his peers as one of football's real gentlemen | had the pleasure of spending 
an evening at the home of Bob Bignell our first Olyroo captain. Now residing in Wollongong's 
southern suburbs | was entertained by Bob and his lovely wife Alice as they reminisced of his 
days in the green and gold and for his much loved Corrimal side, Bob played his entire 
career for the one club amassing over 424 first grade appearances in a first grade career 
that lasted twenty-four years. As a regular in the Australian and New South Wales teams his 
small stature was massed with lightning speed and a tenacious will to win. 


On the soccer paddock he was one of a handful of top quality defenders playing regular 
football, but soccer was not the only sport Bob excelled at. For two years in the 1950's Bob 
turned out for the Corrimal Rugby League first grade side on Sundays when it didn't conflict 
with his soccer commitments. In summer it was tennis and cricket again at first grade level 
and when he retired he took up the noble art of training greyhounds. A number of city 
winners such as 'Ginger Ted' and ‘Julies Top' all came out of the kennel of Bob Bignell. 


In 1956 it was no surprise to his fellow players that Bob was named our original "Olyroo' 
captain by the Australian Soccer Association selectors. A pinnacle in his lengthy career, 
| asked Bob how it came about. 
B88 : “| was always subdued when | was playing. The referee was always the boss and if 
anyone from my team sung out or was growling at the referee | would tell them to keep their 
trap shut. | was always a gentlemen and got thank-yous off the managers because they 
thought | was good at keeping the boys in line. 

| always thought if they were willing enough to pay my fare to play football I'd be good 
enough to be a gentleman. | think that's the reason they picked me as skipper. | also had a 
lot of football experience behind me." 


GS : What was the training of the side like? 
BB : "We had an English guy who was trainer and he was very fit. He used to put us through 
a terrible lot of work, two hours in the morning and two hours in the afternoon and really 
solid. He had us sprinting forwards and backwards and ball work with really heavy balls. 
One day he said to me lets do a 100 yard sprint and we lined up and (we ran and) I killed the 
feam and him. He ran second and | said to him geez your getting slow. 

He said ‘Where did you learn fo sprint like that?’ He didn't know | was a school sprint 
champion (laughing). 


GS : The team stayed with all the other athletes in the Olympic Village at Heidelberg. What 
was that experiance like? 
BB : "We were opposite the Japanese team and we used to watch them train. 
Every morning we were weighed before our training and it would be written in a book. 
| was always around the 17 stone 6 pounds mark and this happened daily in the eight weeks 
before the first game. | got to my playing weight, which was 12 stone 6 pounds, early and so 
they took me off the hard training a bit. 

The trainers were good, though. We'd get given our meals but we'd all wash our own 
clothes. We had good fun. One night some Americans were doing some rock n'roll dancing 
and we were fascinated as we'd never ever seen it before.“ 


The side went onto play a number of trial games against the other Olympic nations in 
October and November of 1956. These matches have been forgotten in Australia’s statistical 
records and although some were considered training games, large crowds often greeted the 
Australians as they were put through some solid match practice. 

The games were: 


U.S.S.R. 15 bt Australia 1 - Melbourne Showgrounds 

Australia 1 bt Great Britain 3 - Campbell Reserve, Morelands 
Australia 3 bt India 1 - Campbell Reserve, Morelands 

Yugoslavia 5 bt Australia 1 - Melbourne Showground 

Australia 3 drew Germany 3 - Village Green Heidelberg 

Australia 7 bt H.M.S. Newcastle 1 - Campbell Reserve, Morelands 


| asked Bob to chat about the Russia match and the large scoreline. 
BB : “Talking about the Russians, their two managers and coach all came down, as the 
Russians were staying just around from where we used to eat and they said they wanted to 
olay the Australian team. We had just arrived down there and had been idle as a team for six 
weeks. The (coaching staff) said to me what do you think Bob. | said | don't know. They said 
don't you want to play them. | said these fellas (the Australians) had been on the grog nearly 
every week and we've had limited training. We've had one day and you want to play the 
Russians on a Friday night. 

They wouldn't take any notice of me and we played Russia, |n their team were nine fellas 
from the Spartaks club in Russia and they were really well organised. 





When we arrived you couldn't get a spot anywhere near the pitch. They said there was 
about 15,300 there at the old Melbourne Showgrounds. There were literally thousands and 
that's when this new system of (positional) interchange football was first seen in Australia. 
Cliffy Sander and a few others were saying “What do we do Bob, what do we do? How do we 
play?" | said just play your position and don't worry if the man changes. 

! was just like them, picking the game up as we played. | was playing right fullback then. 

! took the left winger out over the sideline a few times ball and all. But | had to stop them. 
Three minutes after that the player would go to right half or centre and they'd change. 

The next guy came and he was quick but after a few minutes he then went to left back and 
somebody else went to the wing. 


We let in seven goals in the first half and when we walked into the sheds at half-time | 
looked at Billy Henderson, who was sitting on the tables. 

Bill said “What have you fellas been doing?” 

Ronny (Lord) said “Wait till you get out there and you'll see then.” In the second half they 
scored some bloody beautiful goals and just about tore the net out. We had two teams bar 
one player and | was the sucker to play both halves. All the boys were battling and they put 
eight through Hendo. | said to Bill afterwards, “What do you think now?" 

He said “We ought to put all 22 on and give us a chance (laughing)". 

We got beat 15-7 and | said to the manager “You asked me and we should have never 

played that game." 


GS : The Russians sounded like they were that class above the Australians. 

BB : "] think it was only the condition of our footballers because we weren't all fit. Apart from 
being beaten by the Russians 15-1 it wasn't a thumping because the boys had been off 
football for two months before we kicked a ball. You can't run racehorses against donkeys. 

Two or three days after that game we played Great Britain and with the boys getting fitter 
we beat them 3-1, which was good because it meant the team was getting organised and we 
were finding players with passes and running as a team. 

They were an English amateur team. | thought to myself we could beat them and we did 
too. We were professionals to them and we beat them 3-1 with our boys easing off a bit in 
fhe second half. 

| asked one of the English players what they did for work. He said he worked in a foundry. 
You wouldn't get a good footballer in England who worked in a foundry. If he was any good 
he'd be signed up with a professional club. 

It was truly an amateur team, | asked whether all the fellas work over there. He said these 
fellas have only been picked out of social teams and we are all workers, some even work in 
the pits. 


GS : Did you feel the Australian team was the best team we could have fielded at the time. 
BB ; "I think so. There were a few others who may have gone from New South Wales." 


GS : Joe Marston wasn't considered because he had just returned from a playing stint with a 
professional club in England and was ineligible. 

BB : "I never heard anything about that. If Joe had been there | would have been very 
pleased, though he probably would have been skipper. A fella with his ability at stopper 
would have been a bonus." 


Following these warm-up games the side went on to the first round of matches. 


November 27 1956 ~ Australia 2 bt Japan 0 at Olympic Park 
December 1 1956 - India 4 bt Australia 2 at Olympic Park 


Unfortunately, the team was eliminated in what was considered rather controversial 
circumstances. 


8B : "it was India and we must have played them about three times. We beat them three 
times running and the day we played them (in the actual Olympic round match) we scored 
three goals in the first half and they were all disallowed. It was an Indonesian referee and | 
went up and asked him why he was penalising the forwards and | literally couldn't 
understand him. It was a shame because | didn't have a clue whal was going on, he couldn't 
communicate it. 

| remember walking off at halftime very disgusted that they were leading 1-0 and | said to 
the linesman “what do you think of that, sir?". He said they should have been goals, two of 
them were good. | said “Why didn't you say something?", he said they were not allowed. 
The linesmen then used to run the whole line. 

That's what beat Australia and if we'd won that game we would have been on the MCG 
playing in the semi-finals. We weren't because India beat us 4-2." 


GS ; It must have been terribly disappointing. 
BB : "Very. We should have been on the Melbourne Cricket Ground in front of 175,000 
people." 


GS : But in the Olympic spirit you still competed and you did have all those happy memories, 
especially of the opening and closing ceremonies. 

6B : "it was the best thrill | have had in my soccer career marching with those boys. 

We were last, being the host nation, and the biggest team. | went around for the closing 
ceremony and we marched with the swimmers and athletes. I've even got photos of Johnny 
Debert and Dawn Fraser in the march." 


The Olympic ideal is about competing and doing your very best and for that we can never 
doubt our first Olyroo side. Now well and truly retired from things football, Bob has traded his 
football boots for golf clubs and still enjoys a twice weekly game of bowls. 

His football interests have again been stirred through the promise shown by his grandson 

Luke who is currently on the books of Wollongong City in the youth league. 
Bob, as inaugural Olympic captain, still keeps in touch with many of his squad including 
goalkeepers Bill Henderson and Ron Lord, and Socceroo legend Joe Marston and can often 
be seen cheering on his beloved Wolves in the stand at Brandon Park. So when we think of 
our Olyroos going for gold in 2000, just spare a thought for the sacrifices made by our first 
Olyroos, the team led so proudly by one of the South Coast's favourite sons - Bob Bignell. 








: L- A QISUNSUISNEC 
* 424 appearances in NSW soccer 
* Debuted in 1939 - final match for South Coast United in 1961 
* 11 appearances for South in North v South representative games 
* 26 appearances for New South Wales 
* 20 appearances for Australia between 1947 and 1956 (10 as captain) 









We have a winner! 


You may remember we had a mystery photography on the back page of SU30, and the first 
correct entry came from Geoff Coy of Epping (NSW) who told his nearly as much about Bob 
as the interview in this issue, Obviously someone who knows a bit about the history of 
Australian soccer. Anyway, Geoff will be proudly wearing a Four Diegos shirt at North 

Sydney Oval next season. Er, underneath his Northern Spirit shirt, of course..... 
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An Interview with Andrew Bernal 


Ewen Anderson caught up with Andrew Bernal (once of Sydney Olympic) 
after the recently completed English season. 


EA: Andrew, you are currently playing for Reading in what many would see as the lower 
reaches of the English League. Why Reading? What made you try your luck overseas? 

AB: | have been at Reading for the past 4 years in Division One thanks to Mick Hickman who 
organised my transfer, Unfortunately this year hasn't gone well and we have been relegated to 
Division Two, but in the first four years | experienced playing at Wembley Stadium (1st division 
play off final vs Bolton), so | wouldn't really consider this tevel to be the lower reaches of the 
English League as your question suggests. Why Reading? | had no other firm offers. | had 
previously played in England for Ipswich. 


EA: Prior to heading off for England, you played for Sydney Olympic. What other clubs did 
you play for in Australia? 
AB: Canberra City and A.1.S. 


EA: Where do you see yourself going from here? Do you have realistic ambitions to move on 
and have any clubs shown any interest in you whilst at Reading? 

AB: | have two years of my contract remaining at Reading, so anything else is pure 
speculation. 


EA: Tell us about Reading. They play at Elm Park which sounds very homely. 

AB: This past season was the farewell to Elm Park after 102 years. We are moving to the 
Madjeski Stadium. It's a new 30,000 all seat stadium. Although relegation has set us back a 
year, the club is ambitious and is seeking to progress fo the Premier Leaque one day. 


EA: What is the usual routine of players at a club like Reading? Assume you have just played 
a home game on Saturday afternoon and the next game is away the following Saturday. What 
would your schedule be for the week leading up to the game? 

AB: We have Sunday off. Train all week then travel on Friday to a hotel within close 
proximity to the opposition's ground. 


EA: How would you compare the game in England at the level that Reading are at against the 
Ericsson Cup back in Australia? 

AB: | have only experienced 1st division football with Reading and | believe this division is one 
of the strongest in Europe, ahead of the Scottish, Belgian and Dutch leagues, who really only 
have 2 or 3 strong teams each. Division one this year boasted teams such as Middlesbrough, 
Sunderland, Nottingham Forest and Man City (even though they were relegated). So to be 
perfectly honest, the Ericsson Cup is not quite up to this level yet. 


EA: What is the biggest thing that you notice about the exposure the game gets here 

versus the media attention in Australia? 

AB: Football is life. Exposure over here is tremendous. | hope one day that soccer will receive 
the same exposure in Oz. 


EA: Six months ago Australia lost the battle to gain the last spot in France 98. The game was 
shown live on TV in England. Did you manage to see it? Did you cop any stick from your 
Reading team-mates when the result came through? Even though you were not involved, how 
did you feel when you heard the 2-2 scoreline? 

AB; | did see the game and | was disappointed for the lads and Australian soccer in general. It 
would have been a major boost to have qualified. My Reading team-mates 

couldn't believe that we had allowed such a wonderful opportunity to slip away, and yes, | did 
take some obligatory “stick"! 


EA: Reading have had some modest results this season. Tell us about your form this 

year and the number of games you've played, What has been the highlight for you this 
season just finished? 

AB: Games played since joining 4 years ago - 168. Games played this season - 45. 

The highlight of this bad season was beating Leeds United at Elland Road in the Coca Cola 
Cup 4th round and progressing to the quarter finals where we lost 0-7 to 

Middlesbrough. Tommy Burns, the ex Celtic manager, has become our new manager. 


EA: Games against Non League sides in the FA Cup always give League sides a lot of 
concern. This year Reading were drawn away to Cheltenham Town of the GMVC who were in 
the middle of a long undefeated run. You eventually won a close tussle after a replay. 

How do clubs like Reading cope with the added pressure of possibly being knocked out by a 
team of part-timers? 

AB: Not only Reading, but all pro clubs including Man United and Liverpool understand that 
Non League clubs have nothing to lose in these one off matches and can be very tough 
opponents. Warning! Non league teams should not be taken lightly. 


EA: Do you see yourself just staying a short while in England (or overseas generally) 
and what sort of timetable have you set yourself for coming back to Australia? 

Do you see yourself playing Ericsson Cup football again’? ; 
AB: I'd like to stay in football in some sort of capacity either in England or Australia. 

| can't say whether or not I'll play Ericsson Cup football again, but | suppose anything 
is possible, 


EA: What do you do with your spare time when you are not training or playing at Reading? 
AB: | have a radio show and | do some study on foolball related subjects. 


EA: We see that big name players and clubs get heavily involved in supporting community 
projects such as visiting sick children in hospital. Do you get involved in projects like this as a 
Reading player? 

AB: Yes, we frequently visit sick kids in hospital and we give a lot of our time at fundraising 
events for various organisations. It is very rewarding work. 


EA: As one of a growing number of Australians playing in England, do you ever get 

together with other Aussies for a drink and a chat to talk about the weather (Australian not 
English) and other things that you miss about home? 

AB: | occasionally chat to the other Aussies but it is very hard to meet up a lot as we have very 
busy schedules during the season. 


EA: What do you miss most about Australia? 
AB: Family and the sun! 


EA: Andrew, thank you for taking time to talk to Studs Up. We wish you a restful off 
season and look forward to watching your progress during the 98/9 campaign as you 
strive to help Reading return quickly to the 1st division.. 


FOOTNOTE: Paul Gellard reports from London..., 

| have some more news that you may find interesting. Stuart Lovell was given a free 
transfer at the end of the season by new manager Tommy Burns. However, Lovell has now 
said that he wishes to stay with Reading anyway and so he and Burns are locked in contract 
talks. | personally don't know why Lovell isn't a regular in the side, after all whenever he plays 
he scores! 
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The Casual man behind the Mike ! 


From Ewen Anderson 


About 20 minutes into the 3 part video, “The History of Soccer”, just after the Blackheath 
(Rugby) delegates have walked out of the meeting convened to standardise the rules of 
Association Football, the film reverts to the moder day. A group of ‘senior’ footballers in 
‘chocolate and pink' halved shirts are seen wandering down some steps as they head towards the 
pitch for another game. There is no commentary as to whom they are or whom they represent. 

The player in the front on the right is someone these days heard by millions and seen by 
very few. In his playing days he was also seen by very few. His name is Martin Tyler. The team is 
the Veterans XI of Corinthian-Casuals. 

Tyler played at one stage for perhaps this most famous of world clubs. Corinthian-Casuals. 
Their fame and prowess began to wane some forty years ago and they have stood still as the 
game in England at senior level has embraced professionalism. They have stood by their 
Corinthian values and remained an amateur club. 


Back in the early 1970s, Tyler could only be described as a plodding carthorse of a centre 
forward. Mind you, the rest of the team was similarly afflicted. The eloquence that today enters our 
lounge rooms through the TV set was not to be seen in those far off days. The team line ups 
shown are from a game against Maidstone United back in January 1971. Maidstone themselves 
earned promotion to the Football League and subsequently sunk without trace as they folded. 

At least Corinthian-Casuals and Martin Tyler are still very much a part of the game. 


The club was founded in 1939 through the amalgamation of two of the foremost amateur clubs 
in the land. The Corinthians were founded in 1882 and The Casuals in 1883. 

The Corinthians were founded with the express aim of ending Scotland's long run of victories 
against England in internationals. Membership was limited to 50 of the country’s best public 
school and university players and was by invitation only. No competitive fixtures were played, in 
fact their rules forbade this, although they did play challenge matches against the best in the land. 
(This was changed later and they entered the FA Cup where they attracted 30,000 to games, and 
on one occasion 60,000 saw them in action at Stamford Bridge.) In 1899 they beat then League 
champions Aston Villa 2-1. 

Perhaps their best result came in 1904, a short while after Bury had set an FA Cup Final 
record score of 6-0 in beating Derby County. Bury were buried 10-3. They also beat Manchester 
United 11-3 in the same year, the heaviest defeat ever of the Old Trafford team. (Rothmans 
yearbook though only quotes a 0-7 reverse as being their worst defeat). 


Earlier, in 1886, nine Corinthians represented England against Scotland and in 1894 and 1895 
(both against Wales), the entire England X] was made up of Corinthians. In total, 170 players of 
the club, before and after amalgamation, have been ‘capped’. 110 of these have been at full 
international level. 

Both clubs were pioneers of the game and toured the world. The Corinthians in particular 
toured South Africa, Hungary, Holland, North and South America, Scandinavia and Holland. 

They were the first British team to tour Brazil and their visit in 1910 led directly to the founding 
of the famous Corinthians club who were so impressed by The (English) Corinthians that they took 
their name. The Brazilian Corinthians are to this day one of the best known club sides to have 
come from that great football playing nation. Incidentally, the playing record on that 1910 tour was 
P6, W6, DO, LO, F38, A6. 

In 1988, Corinthian-Casuals again toured Brazil and finished with a record of P7, W5, DO, L2, 
F15, A6. The tour included a game against their Brazilian namesakes - albeit not the first team. An 
earlier tour to South Africa in 1897 produced a record of P23, W21, D2, LO, F113, A15, 
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The Casuals had similar roots. They originally drew their members from the old boys of Eton, 
Charterhouse and Westminster schools although this was soon changed. They were one of the 
pioneers of competitive amateur football in England. They were indirectly the chief nursery club for 
The Corinthians. Players were often members of both clubs. Amalgamation became a natural step 
to take. 

Throughout their first 106 combined years, the club led a nomadic existence and never had it's 

own home ground. This had threatened their very existence on occasions. 
They usually ground-shared with other South London ‘amateur’ clubs and even had spells at The 
Oval, better known for its cricket, and The Crystal Palace, site of the main athletics stadium in 
South London. But in 1988, the club ‘amalgamated’ with Tolworth FC, a small club South of 
London with it's own ground. The downward spiral was halted, stability re- established and 
success returned to a club long starved of anything other than relegation. 


So when watching the World Cup and listening to commentary supplied by Martin Tyler, you 
may like to remember that he is not an ‘ex-pro’; that his roots in the game are found in a club that 
has the highest of pedigrees and retains to this day its Corinthian values and traditions. 


Studs Update - The ULTIMATE Tipping Competition 

Well, it took us so long to get this issue out we had to ring up the leaders and get their tip for 
the World Cup. Can you believe nobody selected France? 

First though, we should point out that Harry missed out on his Euro trifecta but the 
Trimboli/Emerton/Postecoglou trifecta proved successful for three others on the leaderboard 
leading us into a nailbiting finish. With forty points up for grabs it was possible for any of the top 
four to pinch the goodies. As usual there were hard luck stories but at the end of the day (well, 
four years actually) we have to say 

CONGRATULATIONS TO BHUNPINDER RAI (3121, Victoria) 
who showed the necessary staying power for what may have been the longest tipping competition 
in world history. 
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R25 -PoY R26-U21-Po¥Y Rd27-CoY + Bon. 


WC ‘98 Total 
B. Rai (132) Trimboli (5) Emerton (5) Postecoglou (5) +10 Arge. 157 
K. Christopher (143)  Trimboli(5) | Colosimo (0) Theodorakopoulos (0) Nige. 148 
L. Librandi (108) Trimboli (5) Emerton (5) Postecoglou (5) +10 italy 133 
A. Clarke (85) Trimboli (5)  Emerton(5) Postecoglou (5) + 10 Holl. (12) 122 
H. Georgiadis (115)  Trimboli(5) Colosimo (0) Mitchell (0) Engl. 120 
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Every four years we get a sload of World Cup souvenir programmes flooding the shelves of 
bookstores and newsagencies and while most of them provide all the basic info it's rare to find 
one that suits ALL your needs. At this point we'll let FIFA take over, and quote from the June 
issue of FIFA magazine. 

Aware as we are of the many special World Cup publications which have already 
proliferated on the open market in recent months, we did wonder, briefly, if it was even 
necessary to produce a World Cup edition of FIFA magazine at all. But of course FIFA 
bears a weight of authority which places il apart from even the very best of the private 
magazines and special editions which can be bought in almost any bookstore or kiosk in the 
world. 

Hmm, fine sentiment, to be sure. Bit what's this in the profile on Iran? "With a fotal of 17 
matches they had the longest programme of any of the 32 World Cup teams as they claimed the 
last available place". 

Er, excuse me? Didn't Jamaica play 20 qualifying matches? 





ap 


NSW (mid~ferm) wrap 
From the Wolfman 


The halfway point of the NSW season has been reached with a few surprises at the top of the 
Super League ladder. There are eight teams who all have conceivable chances of taking out the 
prize and with some teams showing some erratic form it would be easier picking the winner of the 
Melbourne Cup. Only a handful of points seperate the top eight sides while only the bottom four 
have no real chance of being involved in the September finals action. 


The Joe Watson coached Eastern Suburbs Wanderers side have been the surprise packet of 
the competition. Having recruited ex Newcastle Breakers player Jason Bennett and Marconi 
defender Mike Smith (on loan) the side have gone on from their pre-season competition win to be 
pressing hard for the minor premiership. With Latvian international Vadim Mikoutski back from 
injury and former Bathurst ‘75 striker Scott Mutton in good form the side is proving very hard to 
beat. Their recent 3-3 draw with Parramatta Eagles at Wentworth Park has been the standout 
game in this years competition, 


Macarthur Rams have also enjoyed some good form and have generated quite a deal of 
interest with a solid all round team. They have recruited Wollongong Wolves discard Jason 
Connelly who proved to be an immediate sensation, landing himself on the scorers sheet in his 
debut match. Coach Casey DeBruin is no stranger to the rigours of big match football and has 
given the Rams a new lease of life after their disappointing finish to season 1997. Ben Willard who 
spent a loan period with UTS Olympic has also returned at sweeper, combining with former 
Wolves pair Richard Lloyd and Martin Bourke. 


Leichhardt Tigers have also added some NSL 'stars’ to their ranks in the form of Olympic pair 
Derek Poimer and Ante Juric. Juric was a Tigers regular last season and will strengthen an 
already tough defence while Poimer will be joined up front for a quest stint by Sydney United 
veteran Abbas Saad. Former Cosmos defender Arsenje Popovich is also in a Tigers shirt this 
year which gives the side some added muscle at the back. Under the coaching of formeroo Peter 
Katholos the side are sitting just behind the leaders and should hold onto a final five spot. 
Bankstown City (who made last year's Waratah Cup final) have added Sydney United trio Ajur 
Muzanovic and Mark Rudan (on loan) and Robert Angievski to their squad. Stephen Eagleton is 
also back at Jensen Park after an unsuccessful loan stint with Olympic in the NSL and his recent 
good form has only improved Bankstown's credentials in the run home. 


Other sides in the hunt include the West Ham backed Blacktown City, Canterbury-Marrickville 
and the Serbian side Bonnyrigg White Eagles. Don't write off the Parramatta Eagles either. 
Under 'supercoach' Doug Utjesenovic they struggled in the early rounds with a brand new squad 
but they have fought their way back to mid-table, bolstered by the return of 'prodigal son' Gabriel 
Mendez. With striking duo Steve Karavatakis and Saso Boskovski finding the net regularly (and 
with a couple of games in hand) a finals berth is surely a formality. 


At the other end of the ladder we see the two southern Sydney clubs Sutherland Sharks and 
former NSL glamour team St George challenging for the wooden spoon. Without a complete form 
reversal one of these two will most probably end up with the dreaded prize. St George have been 
very patient over the past two seasons preferring to build a side under the coaching of former 
‘star’ defender Frank Lang. But if they are not careful a bottom two finish could see them relegated 
and in the unfamiliar surrounds of division one. 
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Ryde City are also not far away from the cellar and their chances haven't been helped by the 
transfer of all their home games away from T G Milner Field. With the Eastwood rugby club 
having first use of the ground the sparce state of the pitch has forced the club to move their home 
games to alternative venues. So far every venue from Wentworth Park to Melita Stadium has 
been used and it appears that the Ryde side will be nomadic until the season's conclusion. 


Recent rain in Sydney has caused havoc with the draw forcing the cancellation of many 
matches. There is a small backlog of postponed games and this could have a telling effect in the 
second round. Some sides still have two games in hand and could really use these points to Start 
a run for the minor premiership or with a few losses really fall from grace. With the closeness of 
the competition every point is vital and it sets up some interesting matches for the fans. 


in other club news the merger between the Sutherland Sharks senior club and the junior 
association has finally taken place much to the relief of the Sharks faithful. At one stage there was 
real danger of the club becoming insolvent until the junior association's financial rescue package 
stepped in with some much needed assistance. The Sutherland junior association still has one of 
the highest numbers of registered juniors in the state and to see the senior club fold would have 
been nothing short of a catastrophe. Coach John lavin is under plenty of pressure to ensure 
Sutherland have a better second round and avoid any chance of relegation. 


in Division one the Marshall Soper coached Fairfield Bulls have shot to the top of the table. 
With former Young Socceroo Darren locca in midfield the Bulls are leading the others a merry 
dance and appear to be the side to beat for the title. Other sides in with a shot are Stanmore 
Hawks, Bathurst '75, Hurstville City Minotaurs and the Penrith City Panthers who have recruited 
formeroo goalkeeper Mike Gibson to guard the sticks. Again the rains are playing havoc causing 
many matches to be postponed and a backlog of games is developing. One match to suffer at the 
hands of the weather was the annual representative fixture between the N.S.W, state league 
select side and the Northern N.S.W. select side. The venue was to be Breakers Stadium but a 
heavy downpour put pay to that and as yet the federation have not announced an alternative date. 


Bulletin Board C&xtra 


Can't help but extend a plea from the Sorrento v Joondalup City (WA Premier League) match 
programme. Under the heading "Your Canteen needs you!" we have: 

"Your canteen is also in need of cutlery, serving platters, bowls etc, if you could leave your 
donations at the Club House it would be most appreciated. Does anyone have a Kitchen Whizz or 
any such implement that slices, chops & dices." 


! 
if you're just about to throw away those old pair of boots or you know someone that is, hald on 


to them for a few more weeks. We will need all sizes, especially childrens sizes. What for you 
ask?? In the next edition of Studs Up all will be revealed!!! 


And remember!!! Studs Up is available at: 
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Dear Studs Up -P 0 Box 53, Oakleigh South 3167 


First up Is the Letter of the Month. And yes, it's an epic. Most SU readers will be 
aware of the existence of the OzSoccer (internet) mailing list. 

The debate surrounding South Melbourne and their fans reached boiling point on a 
number of occasions. Then Alan Clark submitted this: 


I've been reluctant to participate in the current discussion about how terrible South 
Melbourne has been for the National League as illustrated by its fans’ behaviour at the GF. 
In fact, | posted (to) another listee, off list, that | wouldn't, and explained why. 

I've re-thought, prompted by Julian's post to those with views the same as | hold. 

Julian challenged a response, and hinted that we'd gone to ground, perhaps because the 
evidence that confirms his (and others’) views has been so compelling. 

That's not why I've been silent on the issue, _‘If *you* are one of the "South and its fans 
are a fotal disgrace and the club should be kicked out of the comp" advocates, and are quick 
to take offence - you should read this post no further, delete it, and move right along. 


Because you haven't, I'll assume you're willing to participate in an adult and open 
discussion, in which | outline my perspective, you consider it, and if you feel compelled to 
respond, do so after giving your response some decent level of consideration. 

If your response seeks to highlight one sentence of this contribution and takes issue with 
that sentence while ignoring the thrust of the contribution, then purports to be a thorough 
rebuttal, | won't pursue it with you. 


I'm starting out on the basis that the major advocates of the "Ban the Wog Clubs" have 
managed to whip themselves up into witch-buming mode. When the mob is out hunting 
witches, it's not the time for a rational discussion. I'm hoping the witch-burners have settled 
down a little and are now prepared for some discussion of the issues. 


Firstly you should know that I'm not an advocate of the yobs who disgraced the game, the 
GF, and the club, The fact that they took the coverage from what was the best GF I've seen 
for a while is a major disappointment to the football community. 


But I'm a long-standing South Melbourne fan, and | know |'m not a yob. | was with three 
other South fans (and one general-GF fan) at the GF. None of us did anything remotely 
yobby. | was surrounded by hundreds of other South fans, and none of them were into 
yobbydom either. So | object to some listees’ rolling-up of me (as a South fan) and those | 
was with, as being a yob and a disgrace to the great game. That's woolly thinking, and an 
example of the hysterical over-reaction that's been prevalent on the list in recent times. 


What also smacks of witch-burning is the description of the yobs as "Greeks". By that 
definition, two of the three | was with at the GF are also "Greeks", Like | said, none of us 
rioted, so it can't be anything connected to "Greekness”. If you think it is, consider this: 
Other parts of our community with their prejudiced axes to grind will have categorised 
the yobs differently - those who hate all men will have noticed that the majority of yobs were 
men and used that as an example of how men are a disgrace to society. Those who hate 
our young will have noticed that, and used it as an excuse to have a curfew on the young as 
they are an obvious danger when let out at night. Those who hate our game will use it as an 
example of why our game should be banned because its low scoring leads to hot- 
headedness. 


After these events, the witch-burmers’ various prejudices come to the fore. 


OP ' 


But they are certainly prejudices. Consider the categorisation of the yobs as “Greeks”, 
How many times do we have to go over this? - they are as Aussie as you or me. — 

Most of them will have been born here, those that aren't are probably Australian citizens 
by positive choice. So they are Australians. Whether *they* characterise themselves as 
Aussies is irrelevant, So much of this is posturing, but it's also because non-Anglo Aussies 
are regularly told by Anglo-Aussies that they are not really Aussies. After a while, that has 
an influence. Calling them "Greeks" perpetuates this. ra 

Only if you have a double-standard about who can and can't be an Aussie will you run the 
"Greek" line. It's not their "Greekness" that came to the fore on Saturday night, just like it 
wasn't their Aussieness, or their menness, or their youthness. It was their yobness. 

Yobs are yobs are yobs are yobs. It's how we respond to *this* characteristic that'll 
*really* be productive. 


One listee recently wrote of his attendance at the Oly Park Prelim Final. (I don't know if 
I've previously met him, but I'm sure if | were to meet him he'd be a decent chap.) 

He wrote of how he was able to take advantage of the shit security to gain entry to the 
ground, and then by-pass the stewards (a steward?) and obtain a seat for which he had no 
ticket. He felt sufficiently happy not just to do this, but tell us how he did it, pointing to the 
area he thought most productive for others to use would they be so inclined. — 

I'm sure he's a totally decent fellow and didn't use the lax security as anything else than a 
cheap way to see the game. | also noted the good humour in his post. 

On GF night, others used the same lax security to bring in flags, flares, whistles, and who 
knows what else. The same lax security “didn't* remove the inappropriate flags, flare 
throwers, seat throwers, nor was successful in stopping the end of game pitch-rush. 


Our listee might say: "But | am a responsible fan, and | just wanted in to see the game. 
Those others have shown their irresponsibility.” I'd tend to agree with him, but we either 
have security or we don't. If we do, it comes at a cost to our relatively tolerant society; if we 
don't, the tolerance can sometimes be taken advantage of. By the well-meaninged, as well 
as those that seek to do ill. . é 

Our listee was mature enough to behave responsibly in the context of the ineffective 
security. Our yobs were not. Yobs rarely behave responsibly. That's why they've got *that* 
gig. | know (from a South committee-person who was part of the video-viewing yob 
identification process) that at least one "fan" identified was previously banned from BJS. 
That “fan” would not have got in to the previous Final between our two GF teams because of 
the ban. South was not the ground-manager for the Final - Olympic Park Committee of 
Management was. Do we know what, if any, liaison occurred between the OPCOM and the 
two clubs' security personnel leading up to the GF? At the time of my arrival, the security- 
presence was minimal. 


But responsible behaviour is mostly an internally-determined charactenstic. You behave 
for reasons *you* yourself have decided. If you behave mostly because of externally- 
determined factors, your personal freedoms have been curtailed, | 

I'd like to see responsible and behaved supporters given wide tolerance, and the yobs 
none. But there's few discernable indicators of who is and who isn't a yob. 

Those on this list claiming to be able to devine it because of their ability to determine 
"Greekness" for example, are deluding themselves. There are plenty of parallels in history 
where the removal of all a society's ills has been based on a removal of all members of a 
particular community. Like witches, for example. 

And it leads to other irrational behaviour. Another listee, who | "have* met, and who | 
“do* think is a decent fellow, has been similarly weilding the tar-brush on South Melbourne. 
But he's taken it one step further. In his post where he offered us his best NSL team of 
1997/98, not *one* player of Australia's Champion team gained a position. None of South's 
many representatives to the various national teams, not the GF Joe Marston winner, “none”. 


See? You can take this witch-burning business too far. It gets in the way of rationality. 


a 


A few stats to muse over - from Andre Kruger 


Dear Studs Up (sort of) 


Andre Kruger reviews the movements of Aussies in Germany 





Every year since 1988, the "International Federation of Football History & Statistics” (IFFHS) 
select the Footballer in the Year in many different categories. In many associations, every good 
player, coach, team or referee can join in the voting. Of interest to the readers of Studs Up is the 
selection for Oceania's player of the year. In the final rankings for 1997, eleven players are 
Australian, but only two of them are playing in the A-League. 

Mark Bosnich is the first goalkeeper to win the award since its inception. On three other 
occasions he has finished in the top five. But his 1997 form was not enough to get in the top 
twenty of "The World's best Goalkeepers". The winner was Jose Luis Chilavert with Saudi 
Arabia's Mohammed Al-Deayea in 18th place. No Aussie goalkeeper has ever made the top 20. 


1860 Munich have had the luck to avoid relegation, mainly due to some very good results over 
the last month. Ned Zelic is now a permanent member in the first eleven at 1860, while Agostino 
is still just a Joker. | can not understand that, the squad has some good forwards, but Agostino is 
very dangerous and | am sure if he had the chance to play more games he could step out from 
the shadow of the other players. 
If | make a comparison between Australia and Iran in the Bundesliga, the Persians win again. 
Agostino scored 4 goals, Azizi 5 (Cologne), Daei 7 and Bagheri 3 (both Bielefeld). They also 
played more games than any Aussie here! Ali Daei has moved to the ‘great' Bayern Munich. The ) 
club paid 5.5 million German marks to Bielefeld, and | am sure if he gets a chance there, he will 


-— 


(Aston Villa, Australia) 80 


take it. 1. Mark Bosnich 
Joe Simunic played his first game for Hamburger SV in the second last round. He came on as | 2. Stan Lazaridis (West Ham, Australia) 45" 
a substitute against Borussia Dortmund in the 85th minute. A week later he was in the line-up at | 3. Christian Karembeu (Real Madrid, New Caledonia) 45 
the HSV - Kaiserslautern match in Hamburg in a sold out Stadion with 58,000 visitors. 4. Robert Slater (Southampton, Australia) 39 
Kaiserslautern received the championship trophy and the fans had a big party in Hamburg. 5. Craig Foster (Portsmouth, Australia) 34 
Simunic played a good game against Lauterns and Germany's forward Olaf Marschall | 6. Aurelio Vidmar (Tenerife, Australia) 28 
| 7. Alexander Tobin (Adelaide City, Australia) 25 
In March this year, | read in a newspaper the headline, "The new keeper is 2.02 metres high". | 8. Harry Kewell (Leeds United, Australia) 18 
Zeljko Kalac arrived on March 11, 1998 at 5:25 am in Frankfurt on Qantas flight 005. From there 9. Mark Viduka (Croatia Zagreb, Australia) 16 
he moved to Dortmund where he started a training session with Borussia. 10, Batram Suri (Nelson United, Solomon Islands) 14 
Stefan Klos, Dortmund’s permanent ‘keeper over the last few years, wanted to go to Glasgow. Jason Batty (North Shore, New Zealand) 14 
Borussia wanted to hold him, but Stefan went to court and won. So he can go and Dortmund 12. Robert Seni (FC Kossa, Solomon Islands) 12 
urgently needs a new keeper. | 13. Esala Masi (Wollongong, Fiji) 11 
In an interview, Kalac said self-confidently, “/ am the man for Borussia, who can loosen all the 14. Paul Okon (Lazio Roma, Australia) 10 
problems. But | did not come to sit down on the bench, Dortmund ask me to come, because | am | Ned Zelic (1860 Minchen, Australia) 10 
very strong”. | 16. Tim Stevens (North Shore, New Zealand) 8 
His training session was stopped because of a leg muscle injury. But the talk of a new 'keeper | 17, Daniel Hay (Perth Glory, New Zealand) 7 
goes on, Dortmund wanted ex-international Bodo Iligner, but Real Madrid want 12 million marks 18. Paul Trimboli (South Melbourne, Australia) 6 
for him. Germany's first-choice 'keeper Andy Képke signed a new contract with Marseilles, while | James Tahutini (FC Papeete, Tahiti) 6 


also heard some rumours about another ‘keeper from Spain and Chile. At the moment, Dortmund * Second, because of the better majority ( 1st place 5/2 ) 
is in contact with Ruslan Nigmatulin (Lok Moscow) and Alex Bade (KFC Uerdingen). Kalac was 


not in the form to convince the German Club about his great talent. 












And after ten years it must be time for... 


eaniz yvotha "the p Deca 





Arminia Bielefeld's coach Emst Middendorp signed Hayden Foxe and Danny Milosevic after 1. Wynton Rufer (New Zealand) 66 
Australia's semi-successful World Youth Cup campaign in Malaysia. In a warm up game against ?. Robert Slater (Australia) 47 
Besiktas in Istanbul, Milosevic was the man of the match, but after the first game (which he spent 3. Pascale Vahirua (Tahiti) 38 
on the bench) Arminia bought goalkeeper Georg Koch from PSV so Danny was back to third- Christian Karembeu (New Caledonia) 38 
choice ‘keeper in the squad, playing some games in Arminia's youth team. In November he was 5. Frank Farina (Australia) 34 
sold to SC Preufen Minster (third division), after Middendorp promised to buy him back at the 6. Mark Bosnich (Australia) 33 
end of the season. Now Danny is in the first team at Munster, but | am sure that's not what he Aurelio Vidmar (Australia) 33 
wanted when he moved to Deutschland, 8. Antoine Kombouare (New Caledonia) 23 

Paul Okon (Australia) 23 

The situation for Foxe is no easier. He moved for around 100,000 Deutsch Marks to Arminia, 10. Paul Wade (Australia) 21 
but only a week into pre-season training, Foxe broke down with a foot injury. Hayden moved from 11. Ned Zelic (Australia) 17 
one specialist to another, from Germany to Switzerland. In October he started his comeback and | Stan Lazaridis (Australia) 17 
played as a substitute against VFL Bochum, the following week he started against Bayern Munich, 13. Graham Armold (Australia) 16 
but the same injury flared again. In February, this year, he wanted to come back, but it was not } 14, Mark Viduka (Australia) 15 
possible. | 15. Alan Davidson (Australia) g 

Foxe's contract with Arminia Is over, although he had a option for one more year. Bielefeld did Michael McGarry (New Zealand) 9 
not need him anymore and told him to go. That's very hard for him, but that's professional soccer. | Clint Gosling (New Zealand) 9 
His days in Germany are over and maybe even his days in football. That's also hard for Australia, 18. Milan Ivanovic (Australia) 8 
because the country needs him as an Oly and Socceroo. Batram Suri (Solomon Islands) 8 

20, Robert Ironside (New Zealand) 7 


“? 





Did that REALLY happen ??? 


APRIL 

21 - Topper, sponsors of Topper (Newcastle) Breakers go into receivership. 

26 - Drama in the Queensland Federation Ansett Cup where 44 penalties are required to separate 
The Gap and Rocklea. After 43 consecutive successful conversions Rocklea captain Tom 
Novach failed to convert the 44th penalty. Dohl! 

28 - The latest rumour for the vacant Perth Glory coaching position is Wynton Rufer... 

30 - Carlton fans are concerned by the appearance of Torino scout Luigi Bodi at training. He is 
reportedly keen on Simon Colosimo, Vince Grella and Marco Bresciano. Yep, you guessed it, all 
three have the right parentage, making EU work permits a non-issue. 


MAY 

1 - John Kosmina is informed his contract will not be renewed for next season. 

2 - Justin Fashanu - who had a spell at Adelaide City - is found dead in London. Police believe it 
was suicide, a result of him fleeing the US after being accused of sexual assault. 

3 - Lorenz Kindtner scores his third goal in as many games for Oostende as they clinch promotion 
to the Belgian first division. 

5 - Manfred Schaefer is officially appointed coach of the Adelaide Sharks for the next 12 months. 
In overseas news, Zlatko Arambasic (ex-Mechelen, Bel; NAC, Hol; Sporting Braga, Por) now at 
RBC Roosendaal, is rumoured to be moving to Oostende, where he may team up with Lorenz 
Kindtner, who is out on contract, but still wanted by Oostende. Meanwhile, over in England, 
Portsmouth boss Alan Ball unloads three Aussies - Craig Foster, Robert Enes and Hamilton 
Thorp. All three had been out of favour since Ball took over from Terry Fenwick in January this 
year. "/ just felt they didn't offer us anything we haven't already got. Everything has been settled 
amicably...." said Ball. 

6 - Aston Villa boss John Gregory admits he is thinking of signing Danny Tiatto, currently on loan 
at Stoke City. 

7 - SBS will spend $350,000 on World Cup advertising on the sides of Sydney buses in the lead- 
up to the month long event. 

11 - The West Australian reports that Torino will be taking six young WA players back to Italy for 
trials. The players are Tony Cumace, Kevin Correia, Michael Mirco and Gary Faria (all Fremantle 
City) and two Perth SC players, Robbie Puca and Scott Campbell. All except Mirco are involved 
with the WAIS. 

17 - Marconi confirms that Zoran Matic is no longer the coach of the Stallions. An announcement 
on his replacement is expected within a fortnight but the name of Frank Farina has already been 
widely tipped. 

18 - 2MMM reports that Marconi have paid out the remaining two years on Frank Farina's contract 
with Brisbane Strikers. 

21 - Various Sydney papers report that former Socceroo lan Gray will be assistant coach at 
Northern Spirit. 

24 - Aussie (or will he turn out to be Yugoslav?) "keeper Sasa llic is Chariton Athletic's hero, 
saving the final penalty in the English Division 1 play-off v Sunderland at Wembley. 

26 - SBS' World Sports drops a bombshell, breaking the Con Boutsianis story. 

27 - Some soccer on Channel Nine!! A Current Affair airs a story on Harry Kewell, and while 
some journos are dirty on the lack of availability for "exclusives' Harry still finds the time to turn up 
to Gladesville-Hornsby U14 NSW Super Youth League training at Christie Park. 

30 - Ante Seric makes his international debut for Croatia, coming on as a half-time substitute in 
‘his' country's 1-2 loss to Slovakia. 

31 - Two new coaching appointments: Gippsland Falcons announce that Stuart Munro (ex- . 
Rangers, Sydney Utd etc) will be the new coach next season, while Newcastle have opted for 
Marconi assistant coach Lee Sterrey, apparently after their first choice Ken Kaiser was unable to 
wrench himself away from his position as Director of Coaching at the NNSWSF. 


JUNE 


9 - East German coach Bernd Walter Strange is announced as the new coach of Perth Glory. His 
assistant will be South African Jean-Michel (Mich) d'Avray. "My philosophy is not to bring 
European style for an Australian soccer team, my idea is to mix your accuracy here in Australia 
with the European combination football," says Strange. 

5 - The NSWSF reveals there will be NO Waratah Cup competition in 1998. But they are 
considering a ‘Sevens’ tournament. Stay tuned... 

6 - Presentation night at Marconi, with Brad Maloney picking up the PoY award. he 

9 - Bad news for the Adelaide Sharks as a fire destroys change rooms and some administrative 
offices at their Thebarton Oval base. The damage bill could reach $150,000. 

41 - Adelaide City confirm that Zoran Maric will return to coach the Zebras next season. 

24 - FIFA fines Iranian goalkeeper Ahmad Abedzadeh after he wore gloves with two 
manufacturer's logos on them. Just thought you'd like to know.... 

28 - Allan Border sends an autographed bat to Christian Vieri. 


Review of.... 


Australian Soccer's long road to the top 


Michael Cockerill, Lothian Books, Melbourne 1998 
by Roy Hay 


So the era of El Tel has come and gone, and Michael Cockerill, Sydney Morning Herald 
journalist and television commentator, has recounted the roller-coaster tale in this well-illustrated 
book. It will not rival for insight or depth of analysis Mihir Bose's False Messiah: The life and times 
of Terry Venables, but it is a fair summary of the struggles of Soccer Australia in the last few 
years. 


Cockerill makes clear that Venables inherited a fine cohort of players and a well-functioning | 
system from the days of Frank Arok and Eddie Thomson, but El Tel liberated the natural attacking 
spirit of the team which had been shackled by his immediate predecessor. Whereas Thomson 
was pilloried by Mr Justice Stewart for his involvement in transfer deals affecting his Socceroos, EI 
Tel presided over Portsmouth Football Club in England while its manager Terry Fenwick was 
signing up a slew of Australian internationals. The Venables era of course overlaps and 
intertwines with that of David Hill as Chair of Soccer Australia and the means by which Hill snared 
Venables following the European Championships in 1996 Is unravelled. Hill regards that as one of 
his greatest coups, but in retrospect, as it was at the time, it may be assessed more harshly. | 

Cockerill is aware of the difficulties faced by Australia in obtaining regular quality matches, and 
the lack of time available for preparation for the final critical games against Iran last November, 
but he faults Venables' selection and tactics in the decider at the MCG. What Cockerill and 
Venables seem to have missed however was that in all their later qualifying matches the Iran team 
was highly resilient and effective in the last half hour. Venables seemed to be out-manouvered by 
Valdir Vierra , the Iranian coach, whose tenure was so brief. 


The story ends with the extraordinary revival of the Confederations Cup, when Australia 
reached the final only to be hammered by Brazil, after holding the World Champions to a 
scoreless draw in the qualifying round. Cockerill recounts some of the difficulties the players 
faced in getting what (hey regarded as a fair share of the revenue they were generating for Soccer 
Australia, but for those who followed the stories closely in the newspapers at the time, there Is 
little path-breaking information in the book, 

The story ends before El Tel rang down the final curtain in Zagreb, and it is a sad irony that the 
coach who took Australia to the brink of the World Cup saw his team lose thirteen goals, albeit to 
Brazil and Croatia, in two of his last matches in charge. 


a 








ePulletin Board 


Geoff Coy was kind enough to send down the Northern Spirit marketing brochures 
relating to Club membership, season tickets and corporate sponsorship. 

At first glance, the grandstand seats seem expensive @ $18 per game. Outer prices 
are the usual @ $10. A cynic may even suggest the 10% discount for members to buy 
a season ticket isn't all that attractive as it's cheaper to go to 12 games and pay at the 
door and steer clear of two of the less attractive fixtures. On the upside, the Spirit 
World Cup Fun Day was very successful with over 3,000 attending. 





Register you interest by ringing (02) 9957 2848 to receive your Northern Spirit 
information pack. 


Carlton fans should take note: 


A couple of low key meetings were held recently to discuss the formation of an official 
Carlton Supporters Club. One of the instigators has promised us more details for our 


next issue but in the meanwhile there’d be no harm in ringing the club on (03) 9389 
6213 and doing some sniffing of your own perhaps.... 


To quote one supporter... : T-Shirts are > pretty good @ 25.00, (ome Kings Hats are ok @ 
20.00. Fans should ring the club on (03) 9645 9797 





"The Farr Post' - Number 21 now available! 

Farina has gone, and Queenslanders aren't happy. Or are they? 
You'll never know unless you read 'The Independent Voice of Football in 
Queensland'. Always great value and available through Tony Moran at 
Sportsprint, P O Box 478, Bulimba, Qld 4171 


New Zealand coach Joe McGrath has gone and the people are rejoicing. Well, at 
least the folks at Sitter! are, and you can find out why by obtaining two sample copies 
(posted airmail) available from Sitter! 11 Thames St, Hamilton, New Zealand (You'll 
need to chuck in an Aussie $5 note to cover costs though.) 


AUSTRALIA'S SOCCER TIME MAGAZINE. 

After one (slightly rough) test issue that was released in SA only, the first National issue has been 
released. It's $4.95 and has a range of topics, including Aussie National, Federation, Youth and 
Amatuer leagues, features, overseas stuff, and some other info you don't get in the normal mags. 

Have a hunt, and if your newso doesn't have it, get him to order it in or phone the mag on 

(08) 8363 1135. You may have to be quick however. Latest rumours suggest it may 
not be around too much longer... 





OCTOBER - 9/1 0/14 - Biiciaon Cup season kicks off 





CRACKLE, F1IzZ, POP.... “ZAGREB CALLING” 


from Kylie Tomislav in the Croatian capital 


Here's a tip. The lounge bar of the 
oheraton Hotel in Zagreb serves free soda 
water. 

This is an important point. Not just because 
Zagreb is a hot, dusty, dry example of a former 
communist city in eastern Europe but also 


because it is possibly the only thing of any . 


worth 
that an Australian may have learnt from the 
Socceroos’ peculiar excursion to Croatia, 

We all hunched that something was up 
when the squad was Initially announced, An 
odd mish mash of third choice players, it was 
neither an Ericsson Cup XI nor Euroroo 
selection nor Olympic team nor... 

Things were compounded upon the players’ 
arrival in Zagreb. Zelic could hardly walk, 
having picked up an injury playing for 1860 
Munich and John Aloisi's foot ruptured into 
blisters after his gear went to Dubrovnik 
courtesy of Croallan Alnines and the striker 
borrowed an ill-fitling pair trom Viduka 

And, so to the Ni€ Croatia star. Viduka is a 
genuine Zagreb hero. His face pokes out from 
posters all over flown and little kids walk 
around in NK Croatia Zagreb (or should that 
be Dinamo?) shirts with & Viduka on the back, 
When the tears wore announced before kick 
off it was Viduka who got the biggest cheer 
from the small 10,000 crowd 


The atmosphere needs no description, In 
truth, anyone who has been to either Knights 
Park, Edensor Park, or Parramatta would have 
felt right at hore, In fact the stadium 
resembled Parra but without the cops checking 
people on their way in, A lillle discerning 
though was the total lack of ‘Croatia’, ‘Mi 
Hravati"' or ‘Ustasha’ chants and the absence 
of flares, which reminded us we were in 
Croatia proper not an oulpost of the outdated 
diaspora. Among the crowd was a thick 
Aussie-Croat contingent who sang bolh the 
Croatian and Australian anthems. A tolal of 
three Socceroo shirts were spotted, one 
Carlton, (perhaps oddly) THREE (!) Perth 
Glory fans, and, yes you guessed it, two boofy 
blokes in Sydney United shirts. Glory fans 
outnumber the rest in ANY country in the 
world! 


You've seen the comedy show that was the 
match. Of note was Anthony (as FIFA refer to 
him) Seric playing against his old chums, 
(Kevin Muscat certainly had a few things to 
say about Seric's so-called decision) and the 
national debut of UTS Olympic discard Nick 
Rizzo who, at least showed some fight. 

After the game Venables told the Croatian 
press that he didn't want to play the match but 
David Hill had said that it was already 
organised; Venables excused the Australian 
display by saying that none of our players had 
played in a month and were all lacking fitness. 
Well, didn't anyone check the “bloody diary 
date? It still doesn't excuse the strange squad, 
especially considering Croatia were using it as 
a warm up for the World Cup and featured a 
forward line that included strikers who have 
played for Real Madrid, AC Milan, and 
Barcelona. Lambs to a slaughter? OK, ring 
Australia. 

The match demonstrated once again the 
total lack of focus with the national ‘program’, It 
was hardly the farewell part Venables 
expected. In Croatia, Australia is now thought 
of as a joke team, After all, Iran only lost 2-0 to 
them two days before, right? 

And think of this. Despite our ‘record’ 
winning streak under Venables, El Tel also 
oversaw our three biggest defeats in modem 
history (Brazil, Japan, and Croatia). And that is 
without the Iran debacle. 


One of the Sydney United supporters said 
after the game: “Gee, that result might not do 
US any good. It might affect morale the wrong 
way." 

“Yeah,” | thought | agreed. Then | realised; 
he was, of course, talking about the Croatian 
national team and how they might take the 
total capitulation of Australia as a true form 
quide. But who REALLY knows. With no idea 
as to who Australia is these days, (despite 
David Hill's claims in an interview in the latest 
in Playboy magazine that a full strength side 
will be put out every game) who really knows? 
Certainly not the coach, whoever he may be. 

Answers on a postcard, but not from 


Zagreb again please. 





Hrvatska 7 Suker 3, Boban 2, Prosinecki, Kozniku 
Australija 0 


lf any of you jokers reckon we're gonna waste our time (and yours) trying to analyse 
that 90 minutes of crap then you are sadly mistaken. Put simply, it was our worst 
international defeat since re-affiliation to FIFA, brought about by - once again - putting a 
second/third string team on the pitch. Terry, David et al should be ashamed of 
themselves for letting all the work of the last eighteen months go all the way down the s- 
bend back to square one, or perhaps even square zero. 

Couldn't help but notice Mark Bosnich's reaction to being excused from duty (see 
below), but the mood was perhaps best summed up by Dave Marshall's song for Tel, to 
the tune of (for those old enough to remember) "Farewell Aunty Jack" 


Farewell Ozzie Tel, 

We loved you so well. 

Your name and your fame 

Were so good for our game. 

Now you're hot to trot 

So what have we got? 

Oh, I wish we were going to France! 


Farewell Ozzie Tel. — 
We loved you so well. : 
With your quick cockney wit 
But did you give a shit? 

We wave you godbye 

With a tear in the eye. 

‘Cos we wish we were going to France. 





Farewell Ozzie Tel. 

We loved you so well. 

Should we reproach 

Our best part time coach? 

We had lots of fun. 

Take the money and run. 

But I wish we were going to France! 


Farewell Ozzie Tel. 

We loved you so well. 

We'll miss you a lot, 

Though Palace may not. 

Despite tears and pain 

You can come back again. 

But I wish we were going to France! 


AP 


